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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Speech to WPE CC Session, Part III 
EA1311200088 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1728 GMT 9 Nov 88 


[Third part of report on speech by Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, secretary general of the WPE Central Commit- 
tee and president of the PDRE, at the ninth WPE Central 
Committee session in Addis Ababa on 7 November— 
read by announcer with portions recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Mengistu] In accordance 
with the efforts made to increase participation in this 
sphere, in 1987-88, 39 percent of the cross-country 
public transport, 37 percent of (?bulk) freight transport 
and |7 percent of other freight transport was undertaken 
by the government share. In pursuing the development 
of foreign trade through proper transport services, the 
port of Aseb in particular was improved by introducing 
modern facilities and warehouses. To increase our ship- 
ping capacity, four additional ships with a capacity of 
15,000 tons each have been purchased. Consequently, 
we were able to increase our shipping capacity from 
207,000 tons to 425,000 tons. [figures as heard] 


Due attention has been paid to enhancing the use of our 
water resources for transport, and the construction of a 
factory to produce modern boats is being speeded up 
[words indistinct]. 


To prepare manpower trained in maritime science and 
technology, we are in the process of setting up an 
institute of maritime training. [passage omitted] 


In the period under review, the assembly of aircraft has 
begun in the country for use in agro-aviational services. 
The Addis Ababa and Asmera airports have been 
expanded and improved, and the existing [word indistinct] 
communications and navigational equipment at interna- 
tional airports have been further modernized. Work on the 
Bahir Dar and Gambela modern airports was also com- 
pleted in the same year. At present, design work on an 
additional international airport at Aseb is in progress. 
Feasibility studies are being undertaken to construct sim- 
ilar international airports in Negele and Warder. 


Although great efforts have been made to organize trans- 
port services for the economy's needs, both passanger and 
goods transport services are still inadequate. Road trans- 
port in particular is underused due to the ("limited number 
of vehicles} and our inability to repair the roads. 


Due to the limited capacity of the Addis Ababa-Dyibouti 
railway line, it has not been possible to transport as 
much freight as desired. In addition, the construction of 
the line from rails of varying weight has affected the 
condition of the trains and led io problems in speed and 


Carrying Capacity. 
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Among the most obvious problems evident in maritime 
transport are ships with varying (?docking) implements 
[previous word in English], as well as varying heights, 
plus an inability to clear goods from ports in a short 
time. Hence, ports are always blocked with pile ups of 
goods, which means that ships take a long time to dock. 
This means that the costs paid in foreign exchange to 
ships for the time they have spent waiting is quite 
substantial. Since we have a small number of ships, it has 
become difficult to cope with the growing demand for 
maritime transport. So the amount of foreign exchange 
paid for chartered ships is still high. In addition, since we 
still do not have enough equipment and trained man- 
power to carry out the required repair services, our ships 
even today are being repaired abroad. [passage omitted] 


In line with the activities embarked upon and in accor- 
dance with the draft program and directives, the govern- 
ment’s share in the wholesale of grain reached 54.6 
percent in 1988. When this figure 1s compared to that 
projected in the plan ii represents an implementation 
rate of 79 percent. 


When this figure is compared to activities in other 
sectors of the economy over the same years, the results 
achieved in strengthening the government's position in 
the grain trade are impressive. Numerous steps have 
been taken to strengthen the government's organiza- 
tional ability in the wholesale trade of grain. Through 
efforts to increase storage capacity, which was 5.7 mil- 
lion quintals in 1984-85, storage was increased to 8.3 
million quintals in 1987-88. In transport services, the 
amount of grain transported by [grain purchasing] orga- 
nizations using their own vehicles reached 7.36 percent. 
In addition, numerous steps have been taken to 
strengthen these services with manpower and financing 
and to enhance their organizational structure. 


Substantial results have also been achieved through 
numerous measures to raise the government's share in 
the wholesale trade of industrial goods. This year, state 
Organizations’ share in the distribution of industrial 
goods within the country has risen to 76 percent. When 
compared to the 34 percent share in 1984, we see that the 
growth achieved over those 5 years 1s more than double. 
In addition, all the necessary support has been given 
("this year) to improve storage capability, (?municipal) 
services and organizational strength. 


Attention was not given to expanding state retail trade 
organizatons, either within the party program or in the 
prospective plan. The expansion of social aspects in 
retail trade was based more on the growth of mass trade 
institutions than on the government. Although the lack 
of a program is evident, efforts to alleviate everyday 
problems of working peopie by establishing a govern- 
ment structure are not taken lightly. From 1984-85 to 
1987-88, government retail outlets have been increased 
from 65 to 171, and their personnel has increased from 
2.010 to 4,156. As I tried to explain earlier, major 
contributors to the retail trade sector are the peasants” 
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cooperative associations. Their contributions have 
reached 165.8 million birr, while the capital of urban 
dwellers’ associations has reached 36 million birr. 


When the whole picture 1s taken into perspective, we must 
realize that the development stage these mass trade orga- 
nizations have reached is still low. It is clear that strength- 
ening the role of state trade organizations in wholesale 
trade in grain and industrial goods will help to alleviate 
working people’s problems and stabilize market prices. 


Because of this, the results achieved, particularly over the 
past 2 years, should not be regarded lightly. Even so, since 
there 1s a major shortage of agricultural and industrial 
Output, realizing an equal distribution of goods and stable 
market prices will require a long struggle. In addition, the 
small share of government and mass trade organizations in 
wholesale trade, particularly in the retail market, means that 
we are not at the stage where we can control market 
conditions. Therefore, we should realize that we are not ina 
position to solve working people’s problems with certainty 
in the distribution and allocation of goods or with an 
escalation in prices. Our inability to control the [word 
indistinct] and distribution, as well as market conditions in 
general, will result in several problems. The changes in the 
production sector of the economy that have surfaced as a 
result of the problems in the trade sector have made it 
difficult to continue to achieve tangible benefits in trying to 
improve the living standards of workers. [passage omitted] 


One of the encouraging results manifested over the past 
years 1s the fact that state farms are registering steady 
annual growth in (external and import trade). State 
farms promoted export trade to 86 percent, while import 
trade reached 90 percent in 1987-88. In addition, major 
efforts have been made to strengthen state organs 
involved in the export and import trade with manpower 
and materials. 


However, the activities embarked upon in exports and 
imports over the past 5 years are not encouraging. 
Average annual export earnings from 1985-1986 to 
1987-88 were less than 940 million birr. When compared 
to the one billion birr earned in 1983-84, it represents a 
decrease of 6 percent. 


On the other hand, there has been a major increase in 
imports. As can be seen from these two sectors, the 
country’s trade imbalance is growing steadily. Hence, the 
country’s payments abroad have reached troubling pro- 
portions. Generally speaking, exports are not enhancing 
and strengthening the country’s economic growth. It 1s 
clear that the basic reason for this 1s the lack of growth in 
the production sectors of the economy in general, and in 
the agricultural sector in particular. Of our total exports, 
83 percent are agricultural products. Hence, it 1s neces- 
sary to evaluate the negative effect the lagging agricul- 
tural sector will have on the country’s export trade. 
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In addition, we have achieved unsatisfactory results in 
our efforts to change our foreign trade structure, 
decrease our dependency on a few products, and free our 
trade relations from limited markets in order to promote 
trade relations with socialist and developing countries to 
expand our trade horizons. Even now, our export trade 
[word indistinct] is dependent on a few agricultural 
products and ts closely interlinked with developed capi- 
talist countries. 


Another primary problem is our inability to diversify 
exports, increase their quantity, improve their quality, and 
reduce their production costs in order to price them more 
competitively. In addition, we are unable to create rela- 
tions between producers and exporters on a legal basis. For 
these and many other reasons, the prices of our export 
commodities have risen steadily. Therefore, we have 
reached a stage where we cannot send most of our produce 
to market without heavy subsidies. [passage omitted] 


Shelter is one of mankind's basic requirements. Therefore, 
we must exhaustively discuss ways to alleviate this prob- 
lem. The provision of housing is connected with the 
country’s basic products and services like food, clothing, 
shoes, medical care, [word indistinct], and similar things. 
Our economy is backward and, like our inability to fulfill 
our food needs, a major struggle awaits us if we are to fulfill 
our housing needs. It would be a mistake to regard the 
shortage of housing outside this realistic contexi. 


Therefore, we should realize that this problem was not 
created since the revolution. As in other sectors, 
attempts have been made to alleviate the problem even 
though it basically stems from cur stage of development. 
lt would be appropriate to ask: Are the efforts we make 
from year-to-year sufficient? Is the policy we have 
drafted to alleviate this problem correct? 


If we look first at our efforts over the past 5 years, we will 
be able to get a better picture of the causes of the problem. 
Recall that our party program and 10-year plan stipulated 
that a policy should be drafted to alleviate the housing 
shortage. In implementing the program's goals, a housing 
policy based on a study was drafted and carried out. This 
housing policy identified the standard of houses that 
should be built according to our country’s ability and also 
created a situation in which it was possible to control the 
(rising) prices of building materials. 


In addition, a policy was drafted which provided for 
lower prices of locally produced building materials to 
reduce the cost of housing construction. Attention also 
was given to increasing our ability to prepare for the 
policy's implementation. 


When we look at the activities undertaken to implement 
the policy, we see primarily that the interest on housing 
loans has been reduced by a substantial amount. The 
price of cement also has been reduced. One basic gov- 
ernment institution was formed to alleviate the shortage 
of sand, plaster, stone, and soil. In the short time since its 
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inception, the organization has made substantial efforts 
to provide these materials at a low cost. In fact, since the 
organization's ability was limited, it was not able to fully 
satisfy families’ requirements. 


Since these and other steps have been taken to encourage 
housing construction, members of the community have 
become enthusiastic about owning homes. Following the 
policy's application, great numbers of people, unprece- 
dented in the history of the revolution, formed house- 
building associations in Addis Ababa and other cities. 
Statistics reveal that up to March 1988 alone, 44,000 
people applied for houses. This demonstrates that the 
policy really 1s alleviating working peoples’ problems. 


Encouraged by the policy, 6,700 (?citizens) formed asso- 
ciauions and reached various stages in the construction of 
their houses. In what we have witnessed so far, about 
10,000 citizens have built homes and now reside in 
them. An average of 3,500 houses can be built by 
associations annually. If we consider the houses built by 
the government from 1984-85 to 1° 37-88, they total 
about 3,000. This means that we will build an average of 
710 additional houses per year. Thus, the total number 
of houses built every year by associations and the gov- 
ernment averages 4,200. However, this figure does not at 
all conform with the number of citizens able and willing 
to build. We must apply the correct solution to this rssue 
if we are to alleviate the housing problem. 


Now that the working people have confidence in the 
policy worked out and laid down to enable them to 
become home owners, we must ask why it was not 
possible to construct houses. Was it because of an 
inability to implement the policy. a lack of proper 
attention, or something else’ As ts the case in other 
sectors, it 18 true that our ability to construct houses has 
been limited. We also could say that we did not pay 
proper attention to the matter. These and other weak- 
nesses affect our efforts to expand the construction of 
residential houses. However, it must be understood that 
the problems are rooted elsewhere. If we study the 
shortage of residential houses from all angles, we come to 
realize that the progress of the material-producing sector 
of the economy 1s limited. Just as in the industrial sector, 
the country produces too little in the way of materials 
needed for construction. [passage omitted] 


The (stagnation) affecting economic progress does not 
necessarily reflect diminished production on the part of 
the working people. As our population has grown at the 
rate of 2.9-3.0 percent annually. consumption and 
demand have risen commensurately. However, because 
our production has not increased sufficiently to cater to 
our population growth, the latter has had an impact on 
economic propress. Due to the individual's reduced 
share of what 1s produced under under this economic 
situation, problems of coordination, unemployment, 
and price increases are expected to worsen. Many figures 
could be cited to illustrate this fact. but what is most 
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important is to properly understand the causes. There- 
fore, a precise analysis must be made as to why our 
society has not advanced as planned. Retardation of a 
country’s economic progress 1s brought about by the 
fulfillment or nonfulfillment of various requirements. 
Numerous factors can effect the economic progress of 
any country, such as the amount of funds allocated 
toward accelerating economic progress, the way these 
funds are spent and the results of these expenditures, the 
administration of the economy, and so forth. 


Now that we are defining the trends that will transform 
the economy in the years to come, we must obtain a 
correct (?perspective) on the means to fulfill the require- 
ments affecting the promotion of economic progress. 
This 1s emphatic. 


If we ask about the problems that became bottlenecks 
obstructing the promotion of the country’s economic 
progress, the main reason given is our underallocation of 
investment funds to promote production. In order to 
improve our promotion in production, adequate means 
of production that are capable of increasing our capacity 
to expand the economy must be made available. 


Then, there is the question of how much additional! capita! 
the economy generates annually from its total production 
that should be devoted to creating additional production 
capacity. This is an issue fundamental to progress. If we 
examine our capital expenditures between 1984-85 and 
1988, we see that they increased 6 percent annually, but 
these expenditures represent an average of not less than 13 
percent of the country’s total production. [as heard] 


To answer the question: Were the funds allocated to 
promote economic progress commensurate with our aspi- 
rations to progress? One theoretically can take a number of 
criteria into consideration. However, these criteria are 
aspirations and not necessarily indicative of the aciual 
degree of progress attainable. [passage omitted] 


Insofar as it 1s the savings from its allocation of funds 
that a society devotes to enhancing its productive capac- 
ity, it 1S necessary to answer the question: What 1s 
society's total annual productive capacity and how does 
society utilize what it produces’ Then we can answer the 
question: Why did available funds, exclusive of external 
loans and aid, decrease or increase’? To consider this 
issue in depth, we must analyze in detail the nature of 
production, consumption, and savings. 


With reference to small-scale trade, which performs a 
major role in the economy, and having examined 11 in 
detail for the reasons given, we find that its productivity 1s 
low. In other words, it cannot effect greater stockpiling of 
either products or capital, but only make consumer goods 
available. Accordingly, there 1s no way we can reduce 
consumption or increase savings from this sector. The only 
way to increase savings from this vast economic sector and 
to improve its productivity 1s either by organizing it into 
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cooperative societies or elevating it to greater [word indis- 
tinct]. In other words, if we examine the state of agricul- 
ture, handicrafts, and minor services, we find that they are 
being conducted in a [word indistinct]. The existence of 
these sectors in a [word indistinct] reveals that their ability 
to generate savings for use as capital to expand their 
productive capacity is very weak. The first prerequisite for 
those sectors to make them produce more [word indistinct] 
iS tO introduce a change that would enable them to increase 
their productivity. 


In order to understand the gap between production and 
productivity, one can carry out extensive theoretical eval- 
uations. It 1s also possible to translate these into facts by 
giving relevant concrete examples. It is not necessary to go 
into all these details at this forum. What we have learned 
from the long history of world economic development in 
general is that there is absolutely no way to increase 
productivity other than by people working collectively. 


Both progressives and adherents of bourgeois ideology 
are capable of misinterpreting productivity or the 
enhancement of production, as is manifested here and 
there. It 1s undeniable that this type of confusion exists, 
even in our country. Economic development in both the 
capitalist and socialist camps and the development of 
production is determined decisively by the level of 
collective productivity and the strength of its social 
nature. However, the basic differences between the two 
systems are not based on these two factors, but on the 
ownership of what is produced, of the means of produc- 
tion, and of the distribution and sharing of what is 
produced. Thus, concepts of implementation differ. The 
socialist system is free from exploitation while capitalist 
Or monopoly systems allow the accumulation of 
resources by the very few. 


In any case, the difference lies in the manner of sacrifice, 
from which the transition to large-scale production [pre- 
ceding two words in English] is part of the first prereq- 
uisite for the attainment of social development. Hence, it 
iS apparent that the transition from handicrafts to small- 
scale industry and from small-scale to large-scale farming 
will make a tremendous development in productivity 
possible. In this way, by saving time through collective 
work—even without changes in technology—and by 
using the time saved by collective work, it will become 
possible to increase production and even to produce a 
surplus. This can create conditions conducive to increas- 
ing capital and improving the means of production, and 
to production with subsequent surpluses and an accumu- 
lation of resources. This, as far as we are concerned, 1s 
the meaning of social development. The country’s eco- 
nomic development will be the result of its sustained 
production efforts and its ability to produce and develop 
resources. We mention this clear theoretical develop- 
ment hypothesis as a springboard to help us assess the 
progress of development in our country over the past 
years. Even though we have failed to improve the pro- 
duction relations of the small-trade sector in the last 14 
years, we can not develop our ability to produce and 
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accumulate resources. In order to gain a better under- 
standing of this issue, we must scrutinize more closely 
the conditions affecting those small-trade sectors. 


Accordingly, we have examined in detail the problems 
encountered, especially those im the agricultural sector, 
which is the basis of the economy. Here we must repeat 
briefly: The failure to apply rapid changes to production 
relations has had a serious effect on the agricultural 
sector of the economy in particular, and on the country’s 
overall economy in general. The problems encountered 
in the development of handicrafts. trade, and services 
are no less significant than those affecting the agricul- 
tural sector. 


Earlier we examined the weaknesses of production rela- 
tions in these sectors. If any action was taken at all, it was 
confined to the handicrafts and trade sectors. Moreover, 
production relations in the services sector do not con- 
form with general production relations. Therefore, it has 
not been possible to extensively organize the manpower 
deployed in those sectors or to collectivize them in 
cooperative societies to develop productivity. Conse- 
quently, it 1s easy to understand the obstacles blocking 
the enhanced development of these sectors in terms of 
solving the problems besetting the economic means of 
production and the accumulation of products. It 1s 
relevant in this respect to ask: In spite of the fact that 
rapid changes have not been applied to production 
relations, what have individual owners deployed in the 
field done to enhance production and services” 


Having gained an understanding of the concrete prob- 
lems affecting the transitional period, it was decided 
under the party program to preserve the existence of 
private entrepreneurs working in these fields. However, 
as has been apparent in the agricultural sector, entrepre- 
neurs in the handicrafts and small-scale service sectors 
have failed to transform their accumulated wealth into 
capital or to participate in the process of bringing about 
additional production and services due to a number of 
obstacles. It seems, in general, that the agricultural, 
handicrafts, and small-scale services and trade sectors 
are unable to choose to follow either the socialist or 
capitalist path. In fact, as is well elaborated in our party 
program, the choice has been indicated and decided on 
correctly. However, on the one hand socialist ownership 
did not develop as rapidly as we wanted it to, while on 
the other hand conditions making possible the enhance- 
ment of the productive capacity of those small-scale 
entrepreneurs whose existence was preserved did not 
exist. This basically is why the small [words indistinct] 
sector failed in terms of productivity and [words indis- 
tinct}. The sluggishness of these economic sectors, which 
embrace 65 percent of the country’s total production, is 
commensurate with the sluggishness of the country’s 
economy in general. 


The second economic sector is the small capitalist sector. It 
comprises privately owned small-scale industries and 
medium-scale services. In fact, thts sector does not hold a 
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mayor share in the country’s economy as a whole, but what 
it contributes toward enhancing the economy is not insig- 
nificant because it 1s in the process of generating (?profits). 
However, as we tried to explain earlier, the surplus gener- 
ated by this sector cannot contribute adequately toward 
enhancing the economy. Due to a lack of confidence in 
economic policy and a failure to implement directives 
properly during the transitional period, it was not possible 
to channel the surplus generated by the sector toward 
strengthening the development of production. 


The third sector, and the one that performs a decisive 
role in our economy, 1s the socialist sector. It comprises 
the state-controlled organizations and cooperatives 
engaged in production, distribution, and the provision of 
services. It is apparent that at our current development 
level, the participation of cooperatives in production 
and the accumulation of surpluses in the economy is 
limited. The support they are given in the form of loans 
and trained manpower to enhance their productivity is 
also limited. 


Nonetheless, the capital sums being invested by produc- 
tion cooperatives, service cooperatives, urban-dwellers 
trade institutions, and savings-and-loan cooperatives are 
not insignificant. However, because of accounting weak- 
nesses and a lack of communal property protection, 
there 1s a lot of capital waste. This is not insignificant, 
either. Because of leadership weaknesses, the coopera- 
tives have failed to participate properly in capital accu- 
mulation with the funds they have accrued. 


The government holds the major share in the socialist 
economic sector. However, as can be learned from our 
current level of development, the government does not 
control many economic sectors. After making substantial 
efforts over the past 14 years to extend government 
control in economic sectors, the proportion of govern- 
ment-controlled institutions providing economic, finan- 
cial, and other services stands at a mere 27 percent of the 
all sectors. What 1s apparent is that the government does 
not exercise much control over the economic sector that 
generates funds. 


Clearly, these institutions are the major sectors in which 
{words indistinct] in the country. At the current stage of 
development, the government-controlled sectors are unable 
to generate either substantial or insubstantial funds. Not- 
withstanding its limited share in the total economy, the 
government-controlled sector's productivity is not very 
encouraging. We reveal that because of administrative 
weaknesses, lax work discipline, and weaknesses affecting 
control over government property—which we will discuss 
exhaustively later on—the profitability of government-con- 
trolled economic institutions is low. Recent trends show 
that the number of nonprofit-making government organiza- 
tions has increased progressively. In general, due to govern- 
ment economic sector's limited capabilities and the prob- 
lems obstructing the enhancement of productivity and 
profitability, the sector has contributed less than expected to 
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the generation of funds. Thus, dividends and capital alloca- 
tions paid to the government by governmeni-controlled 
economic institutions totalled only 136.6 billion birr in 
1979-80. By establishing additiona! production organiza- 
tions and because the value of loans received from financial 
institutions havs greatly increased 1 recent years, the gov- 
ernment’s total income from these government organiza- 
tions rose to 500 billion birr in 1988. In short, from 136.6 
billion birr to 500 billion birr. However, in light of the need 
for capital, this is still a small sum. 


At our current level of development, the central govern- 
ment’s greatest source of revenue is represented by the 
taxes it collects from organizations and individuals. 
However, the extent and development of this source 
cannot be viewed in isolation because it is limited by 
economic conditions. [passage omitted] 


It is patent that this sector represents the sacrifices we 
are making to develop the country. The value of the 
property, vehicles, and development institutions 
destroyed in the eastern, southern, northern, northeast- 
ern, and central parts of the country is believed to be 
many millions of birr. Huge sums of money were spent 
on rehabilitating, replacing, and repairing property 
destroyed during the early stages of our revolution. 
Expenditures on transporting development materials 
and services under difficult and arduous conditions to 
secure the safety of our citizens in areas where peace has 
been disrupted is having an enormous impact on the 
economy. If we examine total expenditures on defense 
other than that incurred by the revolutionary process. 
the problem this imposed on our economy is readily 
apparent. The defense budget, which came to 105.8 
million birr in 1974, has risen to 1.5 billion birr in 
1988-89 [figures as heard]. This represents an average 
annual increase of 19 percent. 


It is thus apparent that the increasing defense expendi- 
tures are outstripping government revenues. Accord- 
ingly, defense consumed 15 percent of total production, 
50 percent of the regular budget, and 54 percent of GNP 
in 1987-88. It 1s evidently clear that this is an unhealthy 
trend. It is apparent that due to the intensified threat 
recently arising against our country’s unity, expenditures 
on defense under the current budget will be caormous. 


[passage omitted] 


Initially attention was concentrated on establishine insti- 
tutions directly and primarily geared to generating and 
developing capital. it was necessary to establish and 
develop basic economic structures. During the early days 
of the revolution we faced the problem of establishing 
appropriate projects. Accordingly, when democratic pro- 
duction and the cultural campaign were launched, atten- 
tion was paid to economic sectors which would effect the 
proper distribution of capital. Appropriate steps were 
taken to fit the economy into material production sectors 
after implementing the first 10-year plan. Thus, 5.3 
billion birr was allocated over the last 5 years to the 
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material production sector out of total capiial expendi- 
tures of 7.4 billion birr. Thus, the material production 
sectors were given 71.4 percent. 


Despite the fact that priority was given to the material 
production sectors by giving them the greatest share of 
total capital expenditures, their contribution to providing 
services [words indistinct] did not increase. Consequently, 
if we examine the structural economic changes between 
1985-86 and 1988-89, the contribution of the material 
production sector fell from 59.7 percent to 58.8 percent, 
while the constribution of institutions providing services 
rose from 4.3 percent to 41.2 percent. In fact, it takes a 
long time to bring about a transformation in central 
production in any economy. Hence, structural economic 
changes which resulted in rises and falls in production over 
the past 5 years were not very great, but the falling trend 
affecting the material production sectors is not demonstra- 
tive of a correct economic development strategy. 


The major factor behind this trend is the sluggishness of 
the agricultural sector, coupled with the (?absence) of 
integrated economic and social services. When we exam- 
ine the capital economic sector's distribution system, we 
realize that it is not the way it was planned by the [words 
indistinct] of the party's program znd 10-year develop- 
ment. The industrial sector, which was given second 
priority under the party program, is in fourth place, 
while the transport sector, which was not given priority, 
is in second place. The mining sector, which was given 
third priority, was overtaken by the energy resources 
sector. It is clear that this trend does not strengthen the 
relationship between society and the economy in terms 
of distribution. 


The allocation of capital to every economic sector failed 
to produce the expected results, such as the support the 
agricultural sector could give to industry and vice versa, 
because the allocations were insufficient in effecting 
specific transformations. Hence, the agricultural sector 
failed to supply the raw materials needed by the indus- 
trial sector. The industrial sector failed to produce 
enough to assist the agricultural sector or other sectors. 
For similar reasons, the construction sector received 
insufficient support to enable it to contribute toward the 
country’s general economic development. 


In general, the distribution of capital proved unable to 
bring about the planned stronger economic development 
for better interaction. Indeed, contrary to the plan and 
due to the lack of interaction and related equal develop- 
ment in the economic sectors, cach sector obstructed the 
development of the other. This is one of the major 
problems which has curbed our country’s economic 


progress. [passage omitted] 


Inasmuch as trained manpower is the major force in 
production, it has a decisive role in our countr, ‘s develop- 
ment. Hence, we must ensure the proper coordination in 
the training and distribution of manpower to meet the 


EAST AFRICA 


priorities of economic development plans. !t is known that 
the training of manpower was given greater attention 
during the revolutionary years. 


Despite the fact that no plan governing the long-term 
deployment of trained manpower exists, efforts were 
made to make available numbers commensurate with 
the developrnent of the material production sectors. Of 
the 16.73% graduating with diplomas and degrees 
between 1985-86 and 1987-88, 21.7 percent were agri- 
culturalists, 9.5 percent technologists, and | 1.6 percent 
natural scientists. At that time, 20.4 percent went into 
teaching and 31 percent into the social sciences sector. 
Although it 1s difficult to state precisely where there is no 
[word indistinct] of manpower in the country, it is clear 
that the share of social sciences is higher. This trend, in 
light of insufficient places for social sciences graduates, 
shows that the number of graduates 1s crucial to the 
whole system. 


According to feedback, the attention given to agricul- 
tural education is sufficient, but more needs to be given 
to the training of manpower for the material production 
sector. In this area, the technological sector needs par- 
ticular attention. But in light of the low level we started 
with, the results achieved here are considerable. 


Because technologists play a key part in the economic 
development process, it is apparent that we must make 
greater efforts in this area. When we examine the distribu- 
tion of trained manpower, we have 33.4 percent in the 
agricultural sector, 6.4 percent in the industrial sector, 3.9 
percent in mining and energy, and 2.2 percent in the 
construction sector. The total manpower share of the 
material production sector is 45.9 percent, while the share 
in the rest of the social services sector is 54.! percent. This 
trend is evidence of an incorrect developinent process. 
This distribution of manpower is a reflection of the econ- 
omy’s structural process and reveals that the country’s 
development priorities have not been observed. 


It has not been easy to obtain reliable information on the 
utilization of manpower. From our limited understand- 
ing of this area, knowledge about the proper use of 
trained manpower in any sector is not well developed. 
Those directing the use of manpower are very limited. 
Moreover, the existing system of manpower deployment, 
promotion, training, and transfers does not create posi- 
tive competition among our professionals or enhance 
productivity. Our failure to use the few professionals and 
the total manpower we have deployed in the economic 
sector has become an obstacle to the enhancement of our 
economic development. [passage omitted] 


Theoretically, and from experience, it is known that the 
acquisition of ihe means of production by the government 
and people alone cannot ensure an enhancement of the 
economy and the building of socialism. We need to lay 
down and enforce appropriate economic management 
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laws, rules, regualtions, and directives based on the pre- 
conditions necessary to ensure the success of enhanced 
economic development and the building of socialism. 


One of the rules is to direct economic development 
through certral planning. As most people know, the rule 
does no! aim jusi at directing the utilization of funds, 
materials, and manpower. Directing a socialist economy 
within the framework of a central plan is a rule which 
embraces vast basic development principles. As we 
know, the capitalist economy is directed by market 
forces. The questions of what the economy should pro- 
duce, how much it should produce, where it should be 
produced, and what types of goods should be produced 
are answered by the strength of the market. In a socialist 
economy, these decisons are made within the framework 
of central planning. We do not mean that planning in a 
socialist economy does not take market conditons into 
consideration. But basically, it is apparent that economic 
decisions are made though central planning. 


It should be clear to you that at our level of development 
we are not directing our ‘conomic development by 
central planning. Actually, what we call a plan is not a 
socialist plan, but it could be called a programmed 
budget governing revenues, expenditures, and pianned 
government projects. At this stage, we are not capable of 
handling materials and foreign exchange in a balanced 
manner. We have not yet reached a level where we can 
ask what should be produced, how much should be 
produced, and how it should be produced, by studying 
the international market and local demand and then 
directing our economic development in a planned man- 
ner. Our existing planning capacity cannot obtain an 
appropriate answer for us to the question: What role 
does market availablity perform in arriving at our eco- 
nomic development decisions? This question has not 
only stirred up many conflicts in most of the long- 
established socialist countries; it remains unresolved. At 
our level of development, this key development issue has 
been insufficiently discussed. However, market avail- 
ability can act as a pointer to enable us to assess how 
effectively we are directing our economic development. 


[passage omitted] 


The capitalist incentives system was brought to an end 
by the nationalization of production, distribution, and 
services institutions. But it has taken us a long time to lay 
down and implement strategies suited to the new system. 
In order to enhance production and productivity in a 
socialist economy, appropriate salaries and incentives 
must be laid down. The inefficiency and falling produc- 
tivity we know besets every sector today are the results of 
our inability to plan and implement appropriate salary 
and incentive directives. Similarly, our failure to set up 
appropriate control, answerability, and management sys- 
tems has gravely affected our production, productivity, 
and overall economic developme it. 


The state of the natural resources and economic and 
service institutions, which used to be well run by the 
capitalists, landlords, and feudalists with the aim of 
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securing their individual interests, is not encouraging. 
The working class did not arrive at the necessary under- 
standing—as had been expected in theory—that the 
means of production which were brought under the 
government's and people's control are closely linked 
with the people’s existence. In no sector did the working 
spirit live up to expectations, because the work discipiine 
which used to exist by virtue of the stringent measures 
applied by the capitalists and landlords was not replaced 
by a new discipline of work in the common interest. 


Capitalist management based on ruler and ruled was 
destroyed and replaced by management based on equal- 
ity and mutual respect. Bui due to our failure to organize 
properly, the power of management to lead, administer, 
and control the workers did not meet expectations. In 
other words, workers’ role and participation in manage- 
ment were not correctly defined. Our failure to formulate 
directives, rules, and regulations to facilitate the man- 
agement, control, and administration of the new eco- 
nomic system with fruitful results has had a grave impact 
on economic development. It is clear to everybody that it 
iS not easy to direct a society’s economic development 
when such basic economic directives are lacking. It is 
understandable that it is difficult to develop an economy 
when management directives are unavailable, and this 
has impinged on economic development. It seems that 
these issues are the major problems besetting the 
country’s economic development. [passage omitted] 


In order to promote and achieve economic development, 
the following steps have been proposed in the ncxt 
5-year-plan period: 


In order to enhance the country’s economic develop- 
ment, the priority issue over the next 5 years 1s to resolve 
the contradictions between production relations and the 
forces of production. 


Solving ownership problems in the process of economic 
development cannot by itself ensure accelerated devel- 
opment. We know that in order to promote the forces of 
production for enhanced economic advencement, 
changes of ownership must be accompanied by techno- 
logical transformations. But aiihough economic progress 
is a product of technological progress, the ownership 
issue within the development process can also be an 
obstacle. In other words, production relations can 
obstruct the consistant advance of the forces of produc- 
tion. The process of transforming produciion relations 
and resolving the contradictions to bring about enhanced 
economic progress must receive priority. 


Assessing our conditions on the basis of this theory, we 
realize that the contradictions existing within the eco- 
nomic sectors during the transitional period have 
become a bottleneck obstructing economic progress. We 
realize that transforming production relations within 
agricultural and handicraft sectors and in the small-trade 
sector in general 1s a slow process, and that there are only 
limited opportunities available to private entrepreneurs 
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to increase profits. We have seen that the sector repre- 
senting 65 percent of the total economy cannot become 
profitable, and this has a direct bearing on the country’s 
overall economic progress. 


Inasmuch as the sluggishness of this process is currently 
affecting the economy, it must be understood that as 
time passes it could become a political problem. Accord- 
ingly, there is no alternative to solving this basic contra- 
diction and achieving conditions conducive to economic 
development and socialist constuction other than to 
accelerate the transformation of production relations. 


To do this, we proposed to try to organize those invo!ved 
in agricultural and small-scale trading into producer 
cooperaiives. It is clear to those who understand the state 
of Ethiopia’s economy that this must be our basic 
strategy. This issue was therefore given due priority at 
every forum. 


In the first national democratic revolutionary program 
which defined in detail the country’s development direc- 
tion, in the [word inditinct] and decisions of the Central 
Committee and in the WPE’s program, the choice was to 
organize the enormous manpower deployed in the small- 
scale trade sector into cooperatives in order to enhance 
their productivity. Clearly, the problems of savings, 
foreign exchange, and [words indistinct] could be solved 
by improving the productivity of the enormous man- 
power deploved in the agricultural, handicrafts, trade, 
and other services sectors. Moreover, it is through coop- 
eratives alone that it will become possible to reduce 
waste in working time and to direct the process of 
production according to the plan. 


We must ask: Why did the pace of transforming produc- 
tion relations slow down if our development strategy was 
correct? There are many factors which hinder the imple- 
mentation of our strategy. According to the assessments 
made and without going into detail, if we go back and 
examine the main issues, these did not constitute the sole 
manifestations of the great and genuinely radical nature of 
the Ethiopian revolution. When we issued the proclama- 
tion on the nationalization of rural land—which should 
not be neglected, but given priority—it was in response to 
the demand of all our people. But no single political party 
existed with sufficient unity of purpose to issue directives 
to govern the implementation of the proclamation to 
enable it to accomplish its historic mission. Nor did 
institutions and skilled manpower exist with sufficiently 
sound political understanding and ability to implement the 
proclamation. 


Apart from this unique and historically-based weakness 
of the Ethiopian revolution, foreign aggression orches- 
trated by our enemies and internal reactionary conspir- 
acies became the prime factors obstructing our economic 
and political) action. This being the case, our main 
attention has been concentrated on containing these 
factors. Consequently, when we call for priority to be 
given to the promotion of the forces of production and 
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the transformation of production relations in the next 
5-year-plan, we mean that we must pay concrete atten- 
tion to manpower and budget allocations. This should be 
clear to everyone. 


So far there has been a consensus on theory. The issue 
capable of introducing official or unofficial conflicts 1s 
Can the establishment of cooperatives procuce the 
expected results in terms of enhancing productivity? Can 
agricultural cooperatives fill the gap in areas where the 
government is unable to supply the means of production 
and technology needed for enhancing productivity? | 
think it is necessary to go into detail and discuss the 
economic advantages we could accrue from organizing 
farmers into cocperatives. This can efffectively help us 
sort out our ideas and solve these problems to alleviate 
and resolve our economic difficulties. 


It is important to take the agricultural sector of the 
economy with its known problems as an example. Orga- 
nizing farmers into producer cooperatives with access to 
up-to-date technology can effect a number of changes 
capable of enhancing the production of the agricultural 
sector without extending acreage. These include the 
possibility of centrally planning the management, con- 
trol, and administration of farmers. 


Given that a society wants to build socialism, the ques- 
tions of what and how much should be produced cannot 
be determined by market forces. Planning must be done 
accordingly. In such a society, these decisions are made 
in accordance with a central plan. We cannot dream 
about planning and managing the individual production 
activities of millions of scattered farmers. 


One of the advantages to be gained from organizing 
farmers into cooperatives with the aim of enhancing 
production is that it permits the planned management of 
the agricultural sector of the economy. Thus, having 
gained an understanding of the economic advantages. 
conditions can be created which are conducive not only 
to replying to the questions of what type of crops should 
be produced and at what rate, but io controlling the 
farmers. Then, having gained control over the farmers, it 
is possible to decide on and implement the level of 
productivity throughout tre country and to take disci- 
plinary action against these failing to implement these 
decisions. It also becomes possible not only to control 
land leit idle but also to improve agricultural production 
by implementing strategies capable of progressively 
enhancing productivity. 


Even though it is difficult to control the process of 
agricultural production, it is also difficult to control, 
manage, and assist farmers. Hence, farmers unnecessar- 
ily lose much of their annual income which could be used 
as capital. But once farmers are organized into coopera- 
tives, it will be casy to decide how much produce or 
surplus should be applied to generating capital. This, 
however, must be backed up by a plan. 
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This plan will enable us to lay a firm foundation for 
creating conditions conducive to improving the process of 
amassing capital, even if we do not reach the stage at which 
we will be able to direct the farmers’ way of life in this 
sector. Organizing farmers into cooperatives should not be 
viewed exclusivel, in terms of generating employmen( and 
production and securing farmers’ work discipline. As i 
have tried to explain, communal work will generate more 
working man hours than individual work. As we can 
understand from the communal work which used to exist 
in our country, organizing farmers into cooperatives will 
raise productivity above the level of what they could have 
produced individually and they will work efficiently and 
rapidly. The experience of many countries has proved that 
by organizing farmers into cooperatives, they can double 
their productivity by plowing, weeding, and storing their 
produce communally. 


Organizing farmers into cooperatives to create conditions 
conducive to improving productivity is not limited to the 
quality of the work the members will do, but embraces the 
saving of tim: and the productive application of additional 
manpower. Using the time saved and the extra manpower 
raised through cooperativization constitutes the key to 
developing agricultural productivity in the economy. 


It then becomes possible to open up several sectors 
which would improve agricultural productivity. To elab- 
orate, basing ourselves on our existing understanding 
and perspectives, most of us relate rural production and 
the organization of farmers cooperatives to man and 
land. In fact, [words indistinct] does not mean producer 
cooperatives. That is not what is meant by improving 
rurai productivity. Small, medium, and cottage indus- 
tries can be set up for farmers coilectively. This is the 
way it becomes possible to expand the workers [words 
indistinct] but not through the workers in industries 
established by the government. Agro-industry is a sector 
which can generally be run by farmers cooperatives. In 
this respect, there are several scctors capable of improv- 
ing agricultural productivity and these can serve as a 
means of eliminating unemployment. First and fore- 
most, land will not lie idle. In areas where condiiions 
permit, additional land can be cultivated. Depending on 
the degree of progress achieved by the cooperatives, it 
should also be possible to establish cottage and small- 
scale industries. 


Although it is unnecessary to go into so much detail at 
this forum, I will try to pinpoint the major advantages 
which can be gained from these cooperatives. 


Priority should be given to ensuring that the farmers 
utilize the time gained through cooperativi zation in 
implementing improved work methous. In this respect, 
it is possible to think of and implement several work 
methods which could not be implemented within the 
individual working system and which can serve to 
improve productivity. [passage omitted] 
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It is possible to increase farmers’ productivity by grow- 
ing two types of crops each season on the same land. 
Thus, by producing twice in one season, together with 
the time saved by virtue of being organized into cooper- 
atives, considerable advantages are gained. For example, 
it is possible in the coffee-growing regions to grow spices, 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, and the like en coffee farms. 
The same can be applied to millet and maize farms. This 
experience, although not yet expanded, nevertheless 
exists as an example. Time used to be a factor preventing 
the country’s individual farmers from implementing this 
system extensively. The major handicap is the absence of 
strong work discipline. 


There = . _Dportunity to improve agricultural produc- 
tivity by L advantage of farmers’ cooperatives. It 1s 
pos >! to apply several other work methods which will 
gen »d¢ (‘onal employment in the agricultural sector. 
One is iSaing additional work sectors. The coopera- 
tives will enable the farmer to combine crop production 
with modern animal husbandry, beekeeping, and vegetable 
farming. The experience of our existing cooperatives shows 
that this can be done. These extra sectors will not only 
provide farmers with extra income but will also help gener- 
ate rural employment. Simil. rly, it is possible to give a 
detailed account of how technology can help improve pro- 
duction and productivity through organizing cooperatives. 


At this point it is necessary once again to raise the 
following issue: If this is the only way to improve the 
productivity of the national economy, why, then, 1s imple- 
mentation so retarded? In order to understand not only the 
history of our development over the past few years but also 
to be able to reach conclusions which will enable us to 
change conditions in the years to come, it is crucial that we 
answer this question correctly. In the first place it is correct 
to point out that although the targets set in the 10-year 
development plan on transforming production relations 
were high, the attention paid to these iargets were incom- 
patible with the aims of the developmeat plan. In addition 
to weak implementation in this area over the past years, 
the preparations to strengthen relevani action in the years 
to come with manpower and other means are unsatisfac- 
tory. It is very difficult to say that cooperatives are 
economic institutions which improve the productivity of 
the small trade sector. 


This statement could be elaborated in many ways. If we 
consider the availability of manpower, which is decisive 
in affecting transformations in production relations, 
even today the graduates from the university and other 
economic administration training institutions are not 
fully conversant with the organization and management 
of cooperatives. Our efforts in the political field to 
prepare the working masses for this (?transformation) 
are not shameful. The prime weakness is the very limited 
attention given to practically implementing the strategy 
of our economic and political plan. Hence, when we say 
greater attention must be paid during the next 5-year 


FBIS-AFR-88-225 
22 November 1988 


plan to promoting transformations in production rela- 
tions, we mean that we must support our activities with 
capital, manpower, and budgetary allocations. This is 
another thing that must be clear to everyone. 


One of the ways to support, strengthen and improve 
transformations in production relations in urban or rural 
areas 1s by training cadres in both quantity and quality. 
These transformations which we want to apply in the 
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agricultural, handicrafts, and other sectors should be 
based on the consent of farmers, artisans, and other 
workers. This consent will not inevitably conform with 
changes in our development path. In order to transform 
laborers’ work methods, they must be taught and con- 
vinced. I repeat, taught and convinced. This is still one of 
our weaknesses. So to strengthen the transformations in 
production relations in the years to come we need to pay 
more attention to the training of large numbers of cadres 
who can motivate and organize farmers and artisans. 
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P.W. Botha, Savimbi Hold Talks in Pretoria 
MB2211145788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1454 GMT 22 Nov 88 


[Text] Pretoria, Nov 22, SAPA—UNITA leader Dr 
Jonas Savimbi held talks with the state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, in Pretoria today. 


There was no news conference, and it is believed that Dr 
Savimbi will leave South Africa, probably for Jamba, 
tonight. 


The two leaders discussed UNITA’s position in the 
context of the southwestern African peace initiatives. 


Cuba has, in the meantime, denied a claim by Dr 
Savimbi at the weekend that UNITA and the MPLA- 
/Cuban forces had agreed on an informal ceasefire. 


Cabinet To Discuss Cuban Withdrawal Plan 
MB2211081688 Umtiata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 22 Nov 88 


[Text] State President P.W. Botha meets UNITA leader 

Jonas Savimbi in Pretoria today. They are expected to 

discuss the latest position in the peace initiatives among 

—_ Africa, Angola, and Cuba, mediated by the United 
tates. 


The cabinet will also be meeting today, and it is widely 
expected to discuss proposals for the staged withdrawal 
of Cuban troops from Angola before relaying its response 
to U.S. mediator Chester Crocker. The different nations’ 
responses to the proposals will establish the agenda for 
the next round of discussions to be held in the Congolese 
capital, Brazzaville. At the same time, what has been 
described as a small technical delegation from South 
Africa is continuing discussions in New York this week 
with Cuba, Angola, and the United States. 


Technical Team in New York Views Peace Details 
MB2111192188 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 21 Nov 88 


[Text] A foreign affairs spokesman has confirmed that a 
technical team from South Africa arrived in New York 
today to discuss details about the settlement plan for 
South West Africa/Namibia with Cuban and Angolan 
delegations. 


Negotiators of the three countries had drawn up the plan 
in Geneva, in cooperation with the United States, last 
week for submission to the three governments. South 
Africa has still to react officially to the settlement plan 
after Cuba and Angola had approved it. 


The plan consists of a timetable for Cuban troop with- 
drawal from Angola as part of the peace negotiations and 
the implemeniation of UN Resolution 435 on South 
West African independence. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA i 


ANC’s Sabina Views Peace Accord ‘With Caution’ 
MB1811110288 London BBC World Service in English 
0635 GMT 18 Nov 8&8 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


{Text} At the beginning of the week, South Africa's 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha was quoted as saying that the 
Geneva negotiations for peace in Angola and indepen- 
dence for Numibia were of decisive importance [word 
indistinct] of all southern Africa. That was on Monday 
[14 Nov]. On Tuesday, the word went out: agreement 
had been reached between the parties at the Geneva 
talks—Angola, Cuba, and South Africa—on a phased 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola and the imple- 
mentation of UN Resolution 435, which provides for a 
UN independence plan for Namibia to come into effect. 


Now, an important [word indistinct] aspect of negotia- 
tions was the demand by South Africa that ANC bases in 
Angola be dismantled. Tom Sabina is the ANC informa- 
tion officer at the headquarters in Lusaka. On the line 
{words indistinct] if agreement would mean that their 
bases should go. 


[Begin recording] [Sabina] The Angolan Government 
hasn’t indicated whether they are going to request us to 
leave Angola or not after [words indistinct] has ended. 
So, I think the situation, as far as our people who live in 
Angola is concerned, is that they are going to remain 
there. If the Angolan Government requests us to leave 
that country, then we will discuss it with them. But up to 
now, no such request has been made. 


[Reporter] Mr Sabina, can | please hear from you what 
the reaction is in the African National Congress to the 
decision of an agreement? 


[Sabina] [Word indistinct] any agreement or [words indis- 
tinct] what agreement has [word indistinct] been reached. 
So, we can't make a [word indistinct] comment on this 
particular aspect of the talks. We'll have to wait until we 
are fully informed of any agreement that the parties have 
reached. We said at the beginning of these talks that the 
people of this region—the people of southern Africa—need 
peace in order to develop other aspects of their lives, and 
we expect that the Cubans, the Angolans, the South Afri- 
cans, and whoever else is involved have been contributing 
towards a fruitful solution so that all our people can have 
peace. As long as there is war in any part of this subregion 
of Africa, it will affect the other countries, as we have seen, 
for if that war comes to an end, all of southern Africa will 
have peace and devote all their energies and strengths to 
other things. 


[Reporter] do you think that developments in Geneva 
this week are getting southern Africa closer to a peaceful 
solution in Angola and independence for Namibia? 
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[Sabina] Well, that is part of the ANC’s concern. Any- 
thing we [word indistinct] South Africa is involved with, 
we view with caution, since we've had a very bad 
experience as far as Nkomati Accord is concerned. 
Everybody in the world knows that South Africa never 
kept its side of the bargain and, instead, the South 
African regime has continued supporting the MNR, 
massacring innocent Mozambican people. 


[Reporter] But are you more convinced now that South 
Africa does mean some good in that they are, with the 
other countries, looking for a peaceful solution in the 
southern African region? 


[Sabina] As I said, we view this with caution. 


[Reporter] Finally, may | ask you, do you think that 
southern Africa is closer to peace? 


[Sabina] I doubt it as long as the apartheid regime exists. 
As long as apartheid continues in the fashion it has 
behaved in the past inside South Africa, there will not be 
complete peace in this region, because our people are 
going to continue the struggle inside South Africa. 


Pik Botha Comments on Regional Role, ‘Radicals’ 
MB1811162988 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 18 Nov 88 


[From “Africa Today” program] 


[Text] In a wide-ranging interview with Radio RSA this 
week, the South African foreign minister, Mr Pik Botha, 
commented on several critical issues facing the country. 
Today, a final comment on the potential force for good, 
of South Africa, in the region. First, Mr Botha responds 
to the question of whether moderation or extremism has 
grown in South Africa in recent months? 


[Begin recording] [Botha] I think there is an element of 
truth in part of your statements. Moderation has been 
there all the time. I believe the vast majority of whites, 
blacks, coloreds, Asians in this country—the silent 
majority, of course—do want a peaceful solution; do not 
want this country to become one where there is retro- 
gression as in many parts of Africa; do want to come to 
an agreement with one another on the basis of direct 
(?negotiations of equal rights) and seeing the other man’s 
point of view. And it is perhaps largely due to the 
potential success, or potential—yes, constructive engage- 
ment and discussions that may take place and lead to a 
resolution of our problems—that you have the radicals 
both on the left and the right wishing to destroy this at all 
cost. I think it is precisely because it is realized that the 
vast majority of our people, irrespective of the color of 
their skins, would not wish to support the left or right 
radical aspirations, that they are becoming hysterical 
and they are (?annoyed) and obsessed with resolving this 
country’s problems through violence. I think the vast 
majority of South Africans will not allow this. 
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{Unidentified reporter] This, finally. Just a word as you, 
as foreign minister, see the role of South Africa in 
southern Africa—very briefly. Earlier on in the interview 
you described the decline in Africa. So, just potentially, 
the role of our country in the southern African region. 


[Botha] First of all, to be able to reply to your questions 
in a balanced way, we already have a role, quite apart 
from the one that we ought to play in future, we already 
have, as a matter of fact. At this moment I speak with 
you, it is a fact that we have 2 million foreign Africans 
who have crossed our borders in our country, and the 
vast majority have done so regularly. They have crossed 
the borders at the risk of being arrested and returned, 
and in search of food, technical training. medical ser- 
vices, jobs, education. So that 1s already describing a 
role, | think, very aptly, because that is a fact no one can 
deny. And I often ask my counterparts in Europe, indeed 
I think I've asked this question of Sir Geoffrey Howe: 
Why, if this was such a racial country, a place of racial 
note and oppression, do we have here in this country 
about 2 million citizens from our neighboring siates. | do 
not think that I as yet have had a satisfactory reply to 
that question, but I think that in a very elementary way 
describes our role being the powerhouse. 


We don’t boast about it. It has come about also as the 
result of the contribution, certainly, of our black citizens, 
of our colored citizens, our Asian citizens, of the immi- 
grants that come here, people of Portuguese origin, 
Italian, the Greek, Jewish—all have contributed to the 
state of affairs, developed infrastructures, the good 
roads, [word indistinct], communication systems, good 
transport systems, secure power supply, clean water 
supply, respect for private property, an independent 
judicial system, freedom of expression by and large. 


I'm aware of restrictions that have been lashed on the 
reporting of certain, certain subject matter only, but to 
pick up any newspaper in this country, the opposition 
newspapers, they're treating my government more 
harshly than any British opposition papers would treat 
Mrs Thatcher. It is just a fact that this is covered here, it 
seems to me [words indistinct] but I like [words indis- 
tinct] | was given to understand that there ts virtually not 
a single newspaper allowed in this country, and this 
morning | picked up a newspaper and, gosh, what I read 
in the editorial I think will not even take place in 
(?Hades). So what is this about? The same with visitors 
coming here whose wives phone them from Europe or 
Britain and say: Look, we have seen the television 
interview tonight or a television film or video of a scene 
in Johannesburg or Cape Town or Durban. The country 
is going up in flames and you must return immediately. 
And then he would say to his wife: My darling, with all 
respect I feel safer here than in London. You see it 1s this 
kind of distortion that we are forever against. 


But nevertheless, our role here 1s to make available our 
infrastructures, our expertise, which is African expertise 
tailored to African conditions and requiremen’s, to 
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expand trade, to expand our knowledge of housing, of 
water supplies, job creation, mining, to our immediate 
neighbors so that they can have more benefit and can 
stand a chance to grow economically and not retrogress 
as in the rest of Africa. Our role as a regional power, in 
other words, is to strengthen economically, to improve 
economically, our citizens, our neighboring states. There 
is the Lesotho Highlands Project; there 1s the soda ash 
project in Botswana; there is the Cahora Bassa project: 
there is the fact that thousands of our roiling stock is 
every day in many African countries, transporting new 
exports-imports. Our medical expertise 1s available, our 
expertise at Onderstepoort Veterinary Research Insti- 
tutes 1s available. This is the role we must play, and | do 
not understand why we are denied a greater role for the 
greater advantage of our black neighbors in terms of the 
sanctions and boycott campaign. I believe Mrs Thatcher 
has a very keen concept of this. [end recording] 


PFP’s De Beer Discusses Aims of Party Merger 
MB2111205288 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1830 GMT 21 Nov 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Last Friday [18 Nov] night, leaders of South 
Africa’s main liberal political parties met at a house in 
Transvaal and agreed to form a new party. Such a move 
had been on the cards ever since last year’s white general 
elections, when the Progressive Federal Party—the 
PFP—was replaced as the main opposition in Parlia- 
ment. That election also saw the formation of two new 
groups: the National Democratic Movement. led by 
Wynand Malan; and the Independents, led by the former 
ambassador, Dennis Worrall. 


Since the elections, the PFP has been led by one of its 
founder members, Zach de Beer. On the line, Elizabeth 
Ohimi asked him what sort of people he hopes to attract 
to this new party. 


[Begin recording] [De Beer] Anybody who believes in 
nonracial democracy for South Africa. 


[Ohimi} Does that mean that it will be open to blacks 
and other racial groups? 


[De Beer] Yes. 
{Ohimi] Where would that put you in the political 
scheme of things, seeing that blacks can’t vote for people 


in Parliament? 


(De Beer] Yes. 


[Ohimi] Where would that put you in the political 
scheme of things, seeing that blacks can't vote for people 
in Parliament? 
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{De Beer] Yes. You're exactly right to say that black 
people who are members of this party don’t bring any 
voling strength to it. But we shall seek alliances with 
people of color who are represented in other houses of 
Parliament and also with black people, simply because 
we want them to be our allies and our friends, and we 
want their advice. 


{Ohimi] Apart from the fact that you were all thrown 
into disarray at the last elections, why do you think you 
have anything in common, all three parties? 


[De Beer] The three parties concerned have made many 
public statements (?in) the nature of things, and I have 
detected no differences of any importance in principle or 
policy between these three parties. I, therefore, declared 
publicly several months ago that I was going | ) work 
toward the bringing together of these three parties. 


{[Ohimi] Is there any indication at the moment about 
who might lead such a party” 


[De Beer] No. That matter has not been decided. 


[Ohimi] If you do bring in black people into your party, 
are you sure you will not be breaking any laws’ 


{De Beer] It does not break the law. There was for several 
years a law in South Africa called the political interfer- 
ence law which did forbid South Africans of different 
ethnic groups from belonging to the same political party. 
However, that law was repealed a few years ago, and the 
Progressive Federal Party—my party—does at the 
moment have substantail numbers of black members. 


{Ohim:i} Which black leaders have you been talking to, so 
that you think that you'll be able to attract black mem- 
bers anyway? 


[De Beer] I'm afraid that 1s classified. I can’t give you a 
comment on that, but we shall be talking across a fairly 
wide spectrum. 


[Ohimi] There's all this speculation that the state presi- 
dent might be calling elections soon. Is that your think- 
ing also? 


[De Beer] I really am not sure. | am inclined to think that 
the case for an early election is not very strong, but that’s 
purely my personal view, and the bulk of observers in 
South Africa do seem to expect an early election. 


[Ohimi]} So this new party is not really just an electoral 
alliance? 


[De Beer] No, no. Specifically, we have said we regard it 
as essential that a new party be formed. 


{Ohimi} How should one read this new alliance, though? Is 
it a breakthrough of some kind in South African politics? 
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{De Beer] Perhaps breakthrough is a strong word, but it’s 
an important development in that it will prevent harmful 
competition between three groups which stand essen- 
tally for the same aims and ideals. [end recording] 


Afrikaner Weekly Editor Views Possible Ban 
fB2111210988 London BBC World Service in English 
[830 GMT 21 Nov 88 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] South Africa’s justice minister is threatening to 
close down the VR YE WEEKBLAD, the first Afrikaner’s 
language newspaper to take a stand against government 
policy. It was formed in the same week that the leading 
English language anti-apartheid newspaper, THE 
WEEKLY MAIL, was closed, and it has only been going 
for a few weeks. The minister, Kobie Coetsee, is to meet 
the paper's representatives tomorrow amid reports that 
he 1s planning to suspend the paper's registration and 
make it pay a hefty deposit in terms of Pretoria’s internal 
security legislation. On the line, Tom Potiers asked the 
editor of the WEEKBLAD, Max du Preez, if he knew of 
any reasons for his threat. 


{Begin recording] [Du Preez] It seems he quoted five 
reports in the first two editions of my paper. 


|Potiers} And what was the substance of those reports? 


[Du Preez] Well, they were widely different. What he 
said in his statement, what it boils down to, is that we are 
expressing Only the opinion of banned organizations. 


{Potiers] Did he mention any of the organizations? 


{Du Preez] Well, obviously he is referring to the African 
National Congress. 


[Potiers] And you feel that you were expressing their 
opinions? 


[Du Preez}] Absolutely not. 


|Potiers] What opinions were you expressing which he 
could have interpreted that way? 


{Du Preez] We are a professional newspaper, and what 
we merely did is to convey the news and to convey the 
opinions of the far left and the far right of South Africa. 
That is all we did. 


[Potiers} Do you think that the kinds of things that could 
be said in an English-language newspaper simply can’t be 
said in an Afrikanaans paper? 


[Du Preez}] That seems to be the case. That seems to be 


the case, yes. 


uld you think that 1s? 


[Potiers] Now 
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[Du Preez] It is because we are the same people. You 
know, we come from the same tribe, and they are not 
used to this. They are, in fact, used to black opposition 
and [word indistinct] opposition and English-language 
opposition. This is the first time that they have been 
confronted by people of their own ethnic background 
and, more importantly, in their own language. 


[Potiers] And what do you think it says about the state of 
Afrikaner society at the moment? 


{Du Preez} Well, | don’t think the minister reflects what 
is going On in Afrikaner society. I think we partly reflect 
[words indistinct] of '.e Afrikanerdom. He does reflect 
another part of that. I think elections may [words indis- 
tinct] to think that he knows that the intellectuals in 
Afrikanerdom have been moving away from the apart- 
heid laager and that they are coming over to the nonra- 
cial camp where we are and that we are going to further 
stimulate this movement. 


{Potiers] But how can you further stimulate the move- 
ment if the minister of justice gags you” 


{Du Preez] Well, that is why he is gagging because he 
knows that we are going to stimulate this movement 
away from the National Party. 


{Potiers] And are you going to fight the threats to ban 
your newspaper? 


{Du Preez] Yes, indeed. We will fight as hard as we can, 
but there is not much we can do because the act under 
which he warned specifically excludes going to the 
courts. [end recording] 


MAIL’s Editor Condemns ‘Suppression of Speech’ 
MB1611180288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1729 GMT 16 Nov 88 


[Text] Durban Nov 16 SAPA—The focus of the emer- 
gency regulations had shifted from the suppression of 
unrest to the suppression of speech itself, the co-editor of 
the suspended WEEKLY MAIL, Mr Irwin Manoim, said 
at a public meeting in Durban last night. 


Mr Manoim told the meeting, held under the auspices of 
the Association of Democratic Journalists that the gov- 
ernment was no longer concerned with the repression of 
violence. 


“That is mere ritual noise. What they are interested in 
now is the silencing of dissenting voices, of speech 
itself’, he said. 


“The psychosis goes deeper, the idea and the reality. 
between an act of violence and a report on it, between 
debates on change and insurrection. 
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“At the root of the problem are the regulations them- 
selves which allow no difference between a riot and a 
peaceful protest. 


“Our rulers cannot tell the difference between a riot and 
a tea party. When a group of people gather in Johannes- 
burg’s unrevolutionary far-northern suburbs for a party 
in honour of Nelson Mandela it prompts a military 
operation of war-zone proportions. 


“They cannot tell subject from object. When the editor 
of the SOWETAN debates an idea he calls ‘nation 
building’ in his (editorial) columns, he is aroused at 
midnight and interrogated as if he were the leader of an 
underground guerrilla movement.” 


The charge against the press thai it promoted violence and 
fanned revolution was mere pretext, said Mr Manoim. 


“The government does not have a difficulty with THE 
WEEKLY MAIL. It has a difficulty with reality.” 


To the government reporting on stone-throwing was 
tantamount to throwing stones and to warn of looming 
crises was to precipitate them, he said. 


This was a dangerous strategy. “When dissent is outlawed, 
it simply changes its form. When debate ceases to appear 
in newspaper columns it moves onto the streets...If the 
government cannot tell idea from deeds, then ii cannot 
express astonishment that its rivals on both left and right 
cannot tell the difference either, and choose to write their 
ideas not in columns of newspapers, but in blood.” 


Editorial Criticizes Press Restrictions 
MB2011124588 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
20 Nov 88 p 30 


[Editorial] 


[Text] It seems strange that leading figures in a govern- 
ment that says it wants to broaden democracy have so 
little concern for one of the cornerstones of democracy, 
that of the free press. 


A free press, not in the sense that it enjoys unrestrained 
freedom, but to be independently responsible in its 
service to public interest, especially when it comes into 
conflict with what we could regard as society's interests. 
And next to freedom of speech, one of the most impor- 
tant interests of a society is to be properly informed. 


Certainly, the press is not faultless in exercising this 
essential task. But when its whole integrity is brought 
under suspicion, from whatever, as was the case this 
week, then it 1s necessary to reply, politely but firmly. 
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Without having to go into specific details, the press— 
this newspaper, in particular—was attacked at the 
National Party’s Transvaal congress. It is safe to say that 
in Western countries a matter can be brought up without 
evoking threats over compulsory disclosures of sources. 


Here there are enough laws concerning matters which, in 
western countries, are commonly discussed in the media. 
The public’s right to be informed is really interfered 
with. We are asked to accept the authority's word that 11 
is necessary. It would be a wise national citizen who 
would not give the authorities any more rights than 
necessary, and still a wiser authority who would not take 
more rights on himself than required. 


As long as we so eagerly want to consider ourselves a 
democratic country—or at least one moving in that 
direction—it will hold on to that right of keeping citizens 
informed above all else. It will also make sure that the 
press, where necessary, in exercising criticism, fair or 
unfair, should not restrain it from that. 


White Wolves ‘Killer’ Transfered to Prison 
MB1811134088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1330 GMT 18 Nov 88 


[Excerpt] Pretoria Nov 18 SAPA—The alleged killer and 
leader of the “Wit Wolve,” [White Wolves] Mr Barend 
Hendrik Strydom, 23, was transferred from the Weskop- 
pies Sanatorium to Pretoria Central Prison today for 
security reasons. The transfer was confirmed by the 
mental hospital's superintendent, Dr J.J. Grove. 


During his court appearance yesterday, Mr Strydom was 
referred for a 30-day observation period at Weskoppies 
hospital. Dr Grove said Mr Strydom was transferred to 
prison because it was felt “this case could be better 
handled” there. He stressed that Mr Strydom’s observa- 
tion would continue in prison. 


Mr Strydom faces six charges of murder and 1|7 of 
attempted murder after a shooting spree in the city. 
[passage omitted] 


Police Warn Against ANC Holiday Violence 
MB1811194688 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 18 Nov 88 


[Text] The police say the ANC is apparently planning an 
increase in terrorism during the December festive sea- 
son. Major General Basie Smit, the executive head of 
security branch, explained the terrorism situation during 
the past year to political correspondents at Maleoskp. He 
gave Andre le Roux reasons for the sharp increase in 
September and October. 


[Begin recording] [Smit] The main aim of the ANC was 
to disrupt the October elections. Terrorism during Sep- 
tember and October was very high. 


{Le Roux] Have they succeeded in disrupting the elections? 
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[Smit] Definitely not. The election results speak for 
themselves. It 1s positive to see that, despite all calls to 
disrupt them, the elections were held with great success 
and, moreover, terrorism in November reached zero. 


{Le Roux] To what do you ascribe this? 


[Smit] I believe the ANC has gone back to the drawing 
board. They have not succeeded in convincing the masses 
and in intimidating people at a level they had envisaged. 


[Le Roux] A drawing board? What does the ANC plan? 


[Smit] One can expect that incidents of terror could 
increase during December. | am not saying that that is 
the case. We are watching the situation, and I would like 
to see the November situation continue into December 
in order to give everyone a happy festive season. 


{Le Roux] Are police taking special measures to curb 
terrorism? 


[Smit] Absolutely. I think if we look back a year or two at 
the Amanzimtoti incident, then we gathers that people 
are relaxed and less vigilant, and the police have a 
greater responsibility to be more vigilant. I would like to 
call on the public to contribute and to be vigilant. We 
would all like to relax during December, but because 
there is a lull the ANC may renew its onslaught. [end 
recording] 


ANC ‘Reassessing’ Strategy 
MB1811192088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1846 GMT 18 Nov 8&8 


[Text] Groblersdal, Transvaal Nov 17 SAPA—Terror 
attacks on the political system have taken a drastic 
plunge after the municipal elections on October 26 and 
the ANC was probably reassessing its strategy, the new 
chief of the security police, Gen Basie Smit, said today. 


He brefed political correspondents after a two day 
orientation visit to the SAP’s Counter-Insurgency Train- 
ing Schoo! at Maleoskop outside Groblersdal. 


He said that while unrest incidents were dropping off, 
terror attacks were on the increase—at a totally unac- 
ceptable level. The statistics showed that in the eight 
years from 1976 to 1984 there had been a total of 267 
acts of terror in the republic. In the following four years, 
as at November 15 this year, there had been 847 attacks. 


This year, terrorist activity against the political system 
had ranged between two and six incidents a month until 
August and had shot up to |7 and 28 in September and 
October respectively. 


Gen Smit said this clearly indicated that there was a 
concentrated effort that had been directed at disrupting 
the municipal elections. This effort had clearly failed in its 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


objective and the fact that there had been no incident of 
terror in November seemed to indicate that the ANC was 
reassessing the situation and possibly planning new tactics. 


Court Sentences ANC ‘Guerrilla’ to 8 Years 
MB2211074088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 22 Nov 8&8 


{Text} ANC guerrilla Gibson Ramahlo has been sen- 
tenced to an effective 8 years in prison. Ramahlo had 
pleaded guilty to two charges of terrorism after admitting 
he had left the country to undergo ANC military train- 
ing. He returned to South Africa armed with AK-47 rifles 
and grenades and was subsequently arrested. 


Large Arms Cache Discovered Near Johannesburg 
MB2211073588 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 22 Nov 88 


{Text} A large arms cache has been discovered near Johan- 
nesburg. The cache, buried in a hole near the Sir John Bosco 
School south of the city, reportedly contained a landmine, 
AK-47 rifles, handgrenades, ammunition, and Makarov 
pistols. The discovery of the cache follows the arrest of two 
people by Klipriver police for possessing Makarov pistols. 
The police were reportedly taken to the shallow hole where 
the Russian-made weapons were found. 


Whites, Police ‘Assaulted’ Blacks in Germiston 
MB1!1711081888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0647 GMT 17 Nov 88 


[Text] Germiston Nov 17 SAPA—Three white men, 
carrying sjamboks, last night allegedly walked into a 
nonracial bar at a Germiston hotel, which ts mostly 
frequented by blacks, and started beating the patrons. 


Mr Tim Prins, 40, of Reiger Park. said he and two 
friends were having a drink after work at the Court Hotel 
in President street. 


He said the three men entered at 9.15 pm and started 
lashing Out with syjamboks. 


“We stood up to defend ourselves and the men left 
shortly afterwards. They later returned with three traffic 
officers who were brandishing guns.” 


Mr Prins alleged that one of the officers pushed a pistol 
in his face with such force that a bullet jumped out of the 
chamber and landed on the floor. 


“While the officers were in the lounge, a man was 
assaulted with a sjambok and lay bleeding on the floor,” 
Mr Prins said. 


The traffic officers and the three men left after about 20 
minutes. The hotel's manager said she heard about the 
incident but declined to comment. 


Germiston police said no such incident had been reported. 
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The acting traffic chief, Mr Bennie van Rooyen, said 
nothing had been reported to him. 


“It sounds like a serious incident and I will look into the 
matter,” he said. 


Mr Prins said he would be reporting the incident to the 
Germiston police today and would hand in the bullet. 


Police ‘Acted Correctly’ 
MB1711145388 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1450 GMT 17 Nov 88 


[Excerpt] Germiston Nov 17 SAPA—Three Germiston 
traffic officers acted correctly in defusing a highly explo- 
sive situation in a multiracial bar at a Germiston hotel 
yesterday, said the city’s acting traffic chief, Mr Bennie 
van Rooyen. 


Mr van Rooyen said the officers were returning from a 
roadblock in central Geri sion at 9.30 pm when they 
spotted a group of between 20 and 30 blacks chasing four 
white men in President Sireet. Mr van Rooyen said the 
mob threw bottles at the ‘ieeing men. One of the bottles 
struct a woman who was window-shopping. 


The three traffic officers went to the hotel to restore order. 
The four white men returned, two of them carrying batons. 


One of the men became aggressive and was escorted out 
of the bar. A black man at the bar shouted to others to 
attack the traffic officers. 


“One of my men re-cocked his firearm and the bullet fell 
to the floor,” Mr van Rooyen said. He said his men 
denied pointing a firearm at anyone. [passage omitted] 


Commentary Views Delmas Trial, UDF ‘Treason’ 
MB2211054288 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 22 Nov 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In the turbulent years since its formation, the 
United Democratic Front has been at the center of the 
most heated disputations in South African politics. Per- 
sistently recurring throughout this period has been the 
question, hitherto unresolved, of the UDF’s identifica- 
tion with political violence and revolutionary objectives. 


That question has now been answered, in the conclusive 
finding of a judge of the Pretoria Supreme Court, in a 
massive judgement completed last Friday. Mr Justice 
van Dijkhorst found three leaders of the UDF and a 
black consciousness activist guilty of treason, and seven 
leaders of the Vaal Civic Association, a UDF affiliate, 
guilty on an alternative charge of terrorism. Of the 
original 22 charged, eleven were acquitted. 
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For South Africans it was the exhaustive investigation to 
which the UDF itself had been subjected that gave the 
Delmas treason trial, as it had come to be called, its 
greatest significance. In the course of a trial that lasted 3 
years, the UDF’s activities from its founding to the 
upsurge of violence in 1984 were dealt with by a total of 
278 witnesses. 


In a judgement that extended over | 500 pages, the judge 
detailed his findings last week. He examined the ques- 
tion of treason, UDF links with the ANC, and activist 
campaigning against black local authorities. 


The crime of treason had been proved against the 
dominant core of the UDF, Mr Justice van Diykhorst 
found. The violence of that period was not sporadic and 
haphazard as could be ascribed to frustration born out of 
unemployment or low living standards, but was pre- 
ceded by a propaganda campaign of vast magnitude. 
Violence was intended, necessary, and inevitable. 


Furthermore, the dominant part of the UDF leadership 
acted as the internal wing of the ANC. The ANC was 
popularized at UDF meetings, the campaigns of the two 
Organizations were “materially the same”, and the UDF 
had failed to condemn the ANC’s policy of violence. 
Indeed the judge found it was overwhelmingly probable 
that the call by the ANC in 1983 for a united front was a 
major factor, if not the sole cause, of the UDF’s formation. 


As for the campaign against black local authorities, the 
judge concluded that the destruction of the system “of 
necessity entailed a loss of life and destruction of prop- 
erty, and this was foreseen by the UDF.” The demise of 
the local authorities, the murder of councillors, or the'r 
resignation through intimidation and arson, were 
proudly held up by the UDF as great victories. 


South Africans, and governments and international 
Organizations that are involved in one way or another 
with South African affairs, should pay close attention to 
the judgement of the UDF that has emerged from this 
marathon trial. The violence that is inherent in political 
extremism is the greatest threat to the country’s pros- 
pects of establishing a dispensation in which the freedom 
and security of all are guaranteed. And the threat is most 
insidious when it is masked, as it was in the UDF, by a 
facade of ostensibly legitimate political activity. 


Commentary Praises White Supremists’ Banning 
MB2111132288 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Nov 88 


[Station commentary: “The Banning of a Right-Wing 
Organization”’] 


[Text] The banning of the ultraright-wing white libera- 
tion movement, the BBB [Blanke Bevrydigingsbeweging: 
White Liberation Movement] this week, demonstrates 
the South African Government's determination to deal 
severely with any form of radicalism in the country. The 
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banning order, issued in terms of emergency regulations, 
prohibits the organization from carrying oul any activi- 
ties, placing it under the same restrictions as those on a 
number of left-wing organizations. The BBB leader, 
Professor Johan Schabort, has also been placed under 
restrictions which bar him from speaking to the media, 
prohibit him from attending large gatherings, and 
restrict him to the Johannesburg magisterial district. 


Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok said the banning 
should be seen as a message to all radical organizations 
that the government was serious in its intent to thwart 
radicalism from whatever quarter, the left or the right of 
the political spectrum. Mr Vlok described the BBB as a 
group of fanatical right-wing extremists which favors an 
active form of violence to take racism to its extreme. Its 
aims and objectives certainly bear this out. It calls for the 
military to evict all blacks from South Africa and for 
their assets to be nationalized. It supports the so-called 
white master race theory and denies the evidence of the 
holocaust. In so doing, the BBB also promotes an atti- 
tude of anti-Semitism among whites. Like the Ku Klux 
Klan in the United States, the BBB is a small organiza- 
tion. It 1s thought to have a hard-core membership of 200 
at the most. It 1s believed to have operated underground 
for about 2 years before emerging into the open in 1987. 


The BBB is one of a number of radical organizations in 
South Africa whose members, to the left and the nght of the 
political spectrum, are totally opposed to the government's 
program of political and constitutional reform. Fortunately, 
these radical organizations represent a very small propor- 
tion of the country’s population. The vast majority of South 
Africans, black as well as white, favor peaceful change 
towards a new, just, and democratic dispensation. 


Zambian, RSA, U.S. Elections Contrasted 
MB1711052988 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 17 Nov &8& 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] There have been a number of elections in various 
parts of the world in recent weeks, amongst others in the 
United States, Israel and Zambia. All these examples 
were presented as tests of democracy in action, but there 
was one palpable difference. In America and Israel, the 
voters, the people, had more than one candidate to 


choose from. They had a free choice as to who they 
wished iS their representatives and as leaders of 
their nm: the presidential election in Zambia, on 
the other hand, the people did not have a free choice. 


They were presented with a single candidate. And they 
were merely required to enter the polling booths in order 
to rubber stamp the authoritarian decision of their 
government. Moreover, in America and Israel, any citi- 
zen with the requisite qualifications laid down in the 
constitution could stand for public office. In Zambia no 
citizen was allowed to stand against the candidate chosen 
by the government. 
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The percentage poll in an election is always an important 
gauge of public participation in the democratic process, 
or public apathy. But it 1s not the overriding litmus test 
for the level of democracy in a particular country. This ts 
manifestly demonstrated in the fact that whereas there 
was a high percentage poll in the Zambian presidential 
election, in the American presidential election experts 
expect that once the final calculations have been done 
voter turn-out will have been shown to be under 50 
percent of the voting age population. 


Rather than the extent of voter participation, the two 
fundamental tests for a democratic election are, firstly, 
that any qualified citizen has the right to make himself, 
or herse!f, available for election as the representative of 
his or her own people, and, secondly, that eligible voters 
have a free choice in choosing those candidates whom 
they want to represent them. 


In South Africa, official tabulations released this week 
show that both these tests of democracy in action were 
met in respect of the municipal elections in black local 
authority areas last month—elections that had been 
condemned in some circles as being undemocratic. The 
official statistics now released show that out of a total of 
260 urban black residential areas, local authority elec- 
tions were held in 180. In these 180 elections, 1,845 
positions were at stake. A total of 2,724 nominations 
were received, that 1s, 50 percent more than the number 
of positions available. The official figures also show that 
of the black voters who could actually cast ballois in 
contested wards, 25.1 percent voted. 


Black voters found themselves between two extremes: On 
the one hand, the democratic desire for a high percentage 
poll and, at the other extreme, the calls for a boycott of the 
elections on the grounds that they were not democratic. 
Between these two extremes, a poll of 25 percent reflects 
negatively on the expectations for a high percentage poll, 
but it also reflects positively in the sense that the boycott 
calls had only a limited impact on voters. 


This, and the fact that black communities do not have a 
long tradition of democratic elections, adds up to the 
municipal elections having been a worthwhile exercise in 
the further unfolding of the democratic process in black 
communities. As such, the elections can be seen as 
having been an important building block in the construc- 
tion of evolutionary reform and the broadening of 
democracy throughout South African society. 


* WCC Increases Aid to Anti-Apartheid Groups 
34000082 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
5 Oct 88 p 3 


[Text] Geneva—The World Council of Churches (WCC) 
has increased its total annual grant to political organisa- 
tions combating apartheid. 
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SWAPO will receive $150,000 from the Geneva-based 
WCC’s special fund to combat racism, up from 
$115,000. 


Another $150,000 will be shared between the ANC and 
the Pan-Africanist Congress. 


According to the WCC the criteria for grants is that “the 
situation in southern Africa is recognised as a priority 
due to the overt and intensive nature of white racism.” 


The PAC gets $45,000, an increase of $10,000, but the 
ANC receives $105,000—$5,000 less than last year. 


The SA Congress of Trade Unions was allotted $20,000, 
double its 1987 quota, for publicity and information work. 


* Foreign Tourism Shows 12-Percent Increase 
34010004c Johannesburg FINANSIES & TEGNIEK 
in Afrikaans 26 Aug 88 p 86 


[Text] The number of foreign visitors to South Africa rose 
by nearly 12 percent in June compared to the number who 
visited the country in June of last year, while the number 
of visitors during the 6-month period from January 
through June of this year was nearly 13 percent greater 
than for the corresponding period last year. 


According to figures provided by the Central Statistics 
Office [SSD], more than 47 percent of the visitors were 
from Africa, 31 percent from Europe, and a little more 
than || percent from America. The figures indicate that 
372,860 foreign visitors traveled to South Africa during 
the period from January through June, as against 
330,949 during the corresponding period last year. 


A spokesman for the South African Tourism Council 
said that the increase is “satisfactory.” It is a good 
indication that the council's prediction of a 15-percent 
increase in the number of foreign visitors in South Africa 
over the entire year is within reach (FINANSIES & 
TEGNIEK, 27 May 1988). 


Even though the average increase is not extraordinary, 
the figures from the Tourism Council indicate that 
increases of up to 35 percent have been recorded for 
some countries. “The Federal Republic of Germany and 
countries in the Far East are always among the best 
source of tourists for South Africa. During some months, 
the increase in the number of visitors from areas was 30 
percent or more,” said the spokesman. 


Those increases are good news for all participants in the 
tourism industry because it means better use of South 
Africa’s infrastructure for tourism. 


Figures from South Africa’s Vehicle Rental and Leasing 
Organization indicate that the number of motor vehicles 
rented to foreign travelers during the 6-month period 
until the end of June was 44 percent higher than for the 
corresponding period last year. 
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Mr Tony Langley, president of the organization, said 
that foreign travelers always make up the smallest part of 
its members’ business, but this year they showed the 
strongest increase of all its target markets. 


A spokesman for the Johannesburg Sun said that the hotel 
always has foreign guests registered. Even though he did 
not want to divulge any figures, he said that West Ger- 
mans, in particular, travel in large groups to South Africa. 


The figures for the Central Statistics Office indicate that 
three-star hotels in Johannesburg, Capetown, and Durban 
are receiving quite a number of foreign visitors. According 
to those figures, more than 29 percent of the rooms rented 
in three-star hotels in June were taken by foreigners as well 
as 26 percent of all rooms rented in May. 


Earlier this year, Mr Danie Hough, retiring president of 
the Tourism Council, stated his expectation that South 
Africa could earn 1.2 billion rand in foreign currency this 
year from foreign tourism. 


Mr Hough is already serving as administrator for Trans- 
vaal, but will remain in his capacity as president of the 
Tourism Council until the end of September. According to 
a spokesman from his office, a successor has not been 
appointed yet and probably will not be until early next 
month. 


* Positive Outlook for Aluminum Export Market 
34010004b Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
16 Aug 88 p 16 


[Text] Mr Des Winship, director general of Hulett Alumi- 
num, said that South Africa's current aluminum exports 
which total 400 million rand could be increased by as 
much as 100 percent if more manufactured products were 
to be exported. 


Hulett Aluminum, the country’s largest producer of 
semimanufactured aluminum products, and ALUSAF 
{South African Aluminum], the leading foundry, are 
encouraging their clients to export manufactured alumi- 
num products, such as containers, building parts, dura- 
ble products, number plates, sailing yachts, boats, air 
conditioners, and heat exchangers. 


“Even though many of us are competing on the local 
market, there is an urgent need for us to join our forces 
to take advantage of export opportunities in the most 
effective manner possible and to use that market to the 
benefit of all,” said Mr Winship. 


“Research carried out by Hulett Alum.inum indicates that 
the company has the necessary technology, management, 
resources, and sources at its disposal, but it will require an 
effort and mutual ties to get the project off the ground.” 


“Companies should encourage exports because this 
would increase their profits, heighten their efficiency 
and competitive power, and promote growth.” 
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Mr Adam Warden, director of the strategic export services 
of SAFTO [South African Foreign Trade Organization], 
said that in order to tackle the export challenge, the Trade 
and Industry Council recommends that the aluminum 
industry set up a Committee which would represent the 
industry and could deal with the government. 


Hulett Aluminum feels that an export campaign, based 
on client participation and client ties, could well be 
successful and could substantially improve the value 
added component of South Africa's foreign trade. 


Pertinent matters have been thoroughly discussed and 
goals have been set to divide clients among the various 
manufacturing sectors within the industry. 


The groups are divided on the basis of similar manufac- 
turing processes and all the groups have committed them- 
selves to take steps to develop an industry export strategy. 


Mr Winship said that this is the first voluntary under- 
taking by an industry to develop a common industry 
plan for strategic growth. 


“We represent the compiete process—from raw materi- 
als to initial smelting to semimanufacturing to manufac- 
turing. We cannot afford to rest on our jaurels until our 
future is dictated to us.” 


* Synthetic Fuel Reduces SASOL Profits 
34010003b Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
6 Sep 88 p 14 


[Article by Marlene Britz] 


[Text] Despite a rather strong performance by various 
major departments of SASOL [South African Coal, Oil 
and Gas Corporaation] during the financial year through 
the end of June 1988, the disadvantageous results pro- 
duced by the department for synthetic fuels, which is 
under strong pressure, have hampered the corporation. 


Together with the decrease in dividends received by 
SASOL III, SASOL’s earnings have dropped by 10 
percent. 


SASOL's reportable profits decreased from 525.9 to 473.5 
million rands during the previous financial year. This 
profit is equal to earnings of 84.2 cents (93.5 cents) per 
share. And that reduction of 10 percent compares with the 
previous year’s growth of 8.6 percent in earnings. 


Although SASOL announced an unchanged interim div- 
idend of 22.5 cents per share at the halfway mark, its 
closing dividend decreased from 25 cents to 19.5 cents 
per share. This has caused the overall normal dividend to 
decline by 11.6 percent, from 47.5 cents to 42 cents per 
share during the previous financial year. 
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Nevertheless compensation was made for that decrease of 
5.5 cents per share in the normal dividend by a special 
payment of 5.5 cents per share out of the equalization 
reserves. 


SASOL points out that the average dollar price of liquid 
fuel was about 10 percent higher during the period under 
review than during the previous financial year, while the 
value of the rand against the U.S. dollar increased by 
about 8 percent. 


The net result was that the average rand price for 
petroleum products increased by only one percent in 
contrast to the previous financial year. 


Nevertheless, the synthetic fuels departmcnt was the fly 
in the ointment during the past financial year. 


The unfavorable result of the nearly constant fuel prices 
in an inflationary cost environment in that department is 
partially offset by the corporation's success in keeping 
cost increases below the rate of inflation. 


In addition SASOL has succeeded in improving the 
productivity of its major important industrial depart- 
ments. In most of the other departments there were 
meaningful improvements in performance as well. 


The rather strong performance of the chemicals depart- 
ment and the department that deals with the refining of 
crude oil offset to a certain extent the negative effect of 
the inflationary financial pressure on the synthetic fuels 
department. 


In addition, the artificial fertilizers department made a 
contribution to the profits for the first time. The corpo- 
ration points out that the performance it has achieved in 
its approved activities has confirmed the wisdom of its 
strategy of diversification. 


The profits of SASOL III after taxes remained 
unchanged, at 100 million rands, during the past finan- 
cial year. The total reportable earnings of SASOL III 
during the period under review 1s being declared as a 
dividend, of which 50 million rands belongs to SASOL. 


In 1986 SASOL created an equalization reserve out of 
profits, with the objective of helping to protect dividends 
during a time of unfavorable price/cost developments in 
the synthetic fuels industry. 


This year the firm decided to make a special payment of 
5.5 cents per share, to be taken from that equalization 
reserve. This will remove 3! million rands from the 
equalization reserve of 125 million rands. 


SASOL points out in its profits statement that the 
problem of the synthetic fuel industry was not addressed 
in the recent increase in fuel prices, because no provision 
for increased tariff protection has been made for this 
industry. 


FBIS-AFR-88-225 
22 November 1988 


The corporation, however, has meanwhile been notified 
that before the end of October, the government will look 
into the request for increased tariff protection. There is 
hope that the government's decision will reflect its com- 
mitment to the venture that it had sanctioned for prospec- 
tive investors in 1979 at the time of privatization, says 
SASOL. 


* Growth Predicted for Major New M&PD Firm 
34000039c Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR FINANCE 
in English 2 Oct 88 p 3 


[Article by Malcolm Fothergill] 


[Text] A major new electronics company, founded and run 
by the son of one of the country’s top businessmen, is 
about to reach the JSE [Johannesburg Stock Exchange]. 


It is the R230 million a year M&PD Electronics, set up 
five years ago by Mr Mike McGrath, son of Teal Records 
founder Mr Gerald McGrath, and his partner the late Mr 
Adrian Louw, to distribute Epson computer products. 


The company, which joins the JSE electronics board on 
October 24 by way of a transmuted listing of the Mon- 
tays shell, has since diversified considerably. 


In 1984, turnover was R4 million; in 1985 it was R10.5 
million; in 1986 it was R21.9 million; in 1987 it was R54 
million; until June this year it was R154 million; and by 
next June it is expected to rise another 51.5 percent to 
R234 million. 


Among the companies in the M&PD group are two about 
which shareholders will not be hearing much—an offshore 
distribution company that has no significant dealings with 
this country, and an offshore international trading arm 
which sells to South Africa and other countries. 


In South Africa are Lasernet, which distributes network- 
ing and communications products; Softsource (micro 
software); Miad Computers (assembles PCs); Electronic 
Back-Up Services (hard-disk drives); and Real World 
Software (accounting software). 


In addition, M&PD announced this week it has acquired 
a controlling interest in DCM-listed Elex Electronics. 


Mr McGrath is undisturbed by Elex’s R2 million loss 
which resulted in Sen bank taking control. 


The core business is sound, he says. What went wrong was 
that Elex got involved in data-communications, a highly 
specialized field, and had bought several companies 
although it did not have the management to run them. 


“Significant synergy exists between Elex and M&PD's 
manufacturing activities and without tight financial con- 
trols and marketing expertise, we have absolute confi- 
dence we will put the company right.” 
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On the R16 million coming M&PD's way as a result of its 
rights offer which opens on October 24, Mr McGrath says 
it will not be used in any rush to acquire more companies. 


“The money will be spent on funding existing growth 
and our offshore structure. 


“We are adequately funded at the moment. But eventually 
you will be bound to need more shareholders’ money.” 


Future growth could take several directions, he says: 
“Essentially we're a PC company and we're distributors, 
supplying dealers rather than end-users. 


“As a natural extension, we would step back into man- 
ufacturing.” 


Taiwan, he points out, earns much of its money by 
importing components, assembling them and exporting 
the product. 


“There's no reason why we shouldn't do the same. Given 
the right channels, there would be no problem with 
sanctions.” 


Other possible areas of growth include point-of-sale 
equipment, networking and sofitware—where M&PD's 
distribution and marketing expertise is already being 
used by other South African firms. 


* Plans for Mail Service, ESCOM, ISCOR 
34010004a Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
4 Sep 88 p 2 


[Article by Johan Booyens: “Postal Services, ESCOM, 
and ISCOR Soon To Talk About Privatization” ] 


[Text] Reports on the privatization of the Post and Tele- 
communications Administration, ESCOM [Electricity 
Supply Commission] and ISCOR [South African Iron and 
Steel Corporation] are expected before the end of the year. 


The report by Dr Wim de Villiers on the Post and 
Telecommunications Administration is nearly finished. 
Dr De Villiers was also responsible for the extensive report 
on the privatization of the Transportation Administration 
which was adopted by the government as a whole. 


Spokesmen for Post and Telecommunications did not 
care to comment on when the report on the privatization 
of this body would come out. 


They did confirm that extensive restructuring is taking 
place in order for the department's activities to conform 
to the structure of a private enterprise. 


The department employs more than 97,000 people and 
the value of its capital assets is estimated at 9.141 billion 
rand. Its telecommunications service is being operated at 
a profit, but the postal service shows a loss. 
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ESCOM noted that it had alreacy progressed substantially 
in its preparations for privatization. The company wants 
to complete its study and the accompanying report on the 
steps toward privatization within the next 3 months. 


The book value of the company’s capital assets is valued 
at about 30 billion rand. Since its first steps toward 
privatization, ESCOM has reduced its personnel by 
9,690 to 57,000. This was done by not replacing some 
workers who retired. 


The Transportation Administration has reduced its per- 
sonnel in a similar manner over the last few years. The 
general manager of the Transportation Administration, 
Dr Anton Moolman, said this week that the number of 
the company’s workers has already been reduced by 
100,u00 to 185,000, but that rationalization took place 
over the last 6 years. 


ISCOR is the only one among these enterprises for whom 
the shift will practically bring little change. That govern- 
ment corporation is considered part of the country’s 
engineering industry and pays taxes like a private enter- 
prise. It has shareholders, but is administered by the 
government. 


We understand that this report specifically includes 
proposals on how to transfer the state's interests in the 
company to the private sector. 


* AEC To Be Registered as Private Enterprise 
34010004d Johannesburg FINANSIES & TEGNIEK 
in Afrikaans 26 Aug 88 p 80 


[Article by Curt von Keyserlingk: “Nuclear Industry 
Closer to Privatization”] 


[Text] The government enterprise which has manufac- 
tured special equipment for the Atomic Energy Corpo- 
rai,on’s (AEC) Valindaba uranium enrichmen: plant will 
be registered as a private enterprise this month. 


This used to be a division of the AEC, but will tempo- 
rarily be known as Primo, until the shareholders decide 
on a name. On | May of this year, after having obtained 
the approval of the government, the AEC officially 
handed over the management of the organization. 


Primo’s first nonexecutive president is a businessman with 
broad experience in weapons and engineering companies. 
Primo’s general manager is Dr Karl Voigt, who was the 
head of the organization while it was part of the AEC. 


It is expected that for a period of | to 2 years, Primo wu 
be managed like a government enterprise. Afterwards, the 
state will consider selling its shares to private investors. 
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Primo has highly advanced manufacturing and testing 
equipment, but so far no value has been determined for 
those assets. This will not be calculated on the basis of 
historical or replacement costs, but of returns based on 
healthy trade criteria. Last year’s turnover was on the 
order of 30 million rand. 


Until 1985, the AEC was Primo’s sole client. Its main 
function was to manufacture a variety of advanced 
precision parts for Valindaba’s uranium enrichment 
process. A great deal of this production is manufactured 
by automated machines. Some of them were developed 
and built by Primo. 


When the construction of the gigantic Valindaba com- 
plex neared completion, Primo’s work load dropped. 
This led to the decision to obtain additional work from 
other clients because the AEC wanted to keep the pecu- 
l'ar properties and technology developed by Primo. 


In 1987, Primo began to do business as an independent 
unit within the AEC. Dr Voigt said that that exposure to 
the market was a necessary preparation for the shift to a 
corporation, which 1s taking place now. 


Primo’s goal statement commits the company to design- 
ing, developing, industrializing, manufacturing and mar- 
keting high quality advanced technological products 
with the priority of satisfying the clients’ need for a 
commercial basis. Primo will strive to establish itself as 
a leader in the manufacturing of advanced technology in 
South Africa. 


Approximately 80 percent of Primo's work is still for the 
AEC, but it is expected that this percentage will drop. 
Among the products being mass produced for outside 
clients are valve guides for diesel engines, mechanical 
parts for electronic systems, brake line connections for 
cars, and airplane parts. It has also developed such items 
as computer-controlled machine tools, specialized 
advanced technology valves and equipment for assem- 
bling ballpoint pens. 


Dr Voigt said that he foresees major growth opportuni- 
ties for Primo in the light of the growing need to protect 
ihe balance of trade with more local manufacturing, 
especially in the automobile industry and the fine 
mechanical divisions of the electronics industry. 


Primo’s personnel dropped from 1,000 during Valin- 
daba’s peak production to 500. Some of its production 
equipment is not being used at this time. 


The personnel are no longer considered government 
employees and are now work/ng according to conditions 
of service in the private sector. They are no longer part of 
the government pension fund. That fund paid them back 
and they have now joined a private pension fund. 


It is Primo’s goal to offer equal opportunities. 


Since Primo began operating as a business unit within 
the AEC in 1987, it has established and developed its 
own financial marketing and personnel departments. 
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Angola 


Savimbi Discusses Peace Prospects, Cubans 
MB211119!088 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 21 Nov 88 


{Interview in English with UNITA leader Dr Jonas 
Savimbi by political reporter Colleen Hendriks in 
Jamba, date not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Hendriks] Dr Savimbi, the negotiations for peace 
in this part of the world appear to be cautiously optimistic 
after the last round of talks in Geneva. To what extent 
have you been briefed about a possible Cuban withdrawal? 


[Savimbi] Not yet. Nobody has briefed me up to now. | 
hope that the South African president will brief me this 
week and also the Americans will do at the end of this 
month, but up to now I was not briefed yet. 


[Hendriks] Press reports indicate that Cuba's leaders at 
the Geneva talks seem to withhold attacks on UNITA 
forces. Would you be willing to reciprocate? 


[Savimbi] We have offered it before the Cubans 
accepted. So then we are going to reiterate that if the 
Cubans do not attack us, we are not going to harass them 
at all, provided they back up their words with deeds. 


[Hendriks] I believe UNITA recently held talks with the 
cubans and that further talks are on the cards. what do 
those talks mean? 


[Savimbi] That's the problem with Cubans. They want us 
to release the prisoners we have, because the first contaci 
was prompted for the fact that we have offered to liberatc 
their prisoners. Then, through that contact, we tried to tell 
them it does not make any good at all if we have to release 
some, and they remain involved in fighting us, and we 
capture more. So, I will say that if they want for us to 
liberate all the prisoners, they should undertake not to be 
involved in attacks against UNITA anymore. 


[Hendriks] If the Cubans were to withdraw, it would 
leave the FAPLA forces vulnerable. Would you optimize 
the situation to gain more ground in southern Angola? 


[Savimbi} i don't mean that we want to take advantage 
of anything, but ihe position of UNITA is that all the 
Cubans must leave Angola. And if they leave Angola, 
this will force the MPLA to talk to UNITA. So, the 
MPLA feel that they have the protection of the Cubans, 
they will not talk to us But the day they realize that the 
Cubans are really in faci they are leaving, and they leave, 
the MPLA will be willing to talk to us. My worry 1s that, 
between the lines, they may accept any provision which 
will leave some Cubans behind. Under no circumstances 
will the Cubans be left in Angola. No one should be given 
an Angolan citizenship. They did not come here to make 
business. They came here to fight a war. They have to go. 
All of them. That is it. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 23 


[Hendriks] Let's get back to the talks for a moment, the 
peace talks. If they were to settle, how would it affect 
UNITA, and how would UNITA be affected by an 
UNTAG force on the southwest Angola border? 


[Savimbi] Yes, severely. That's a fact that the UNTAG 
will cut all logistical support from South Africa. We are 
aware of that. Why we made our conference now is to see 
how we are going to deal with that case. We are not going 
to stop fighting, but if it will have a severe impact on us, 
we have to look for alternatives, because we have to 
continue fighting so long as the MPLA do not talk to us 
to end the civil war in Angola. 


[Hendriks] But you seem to be hoping that UNITA and 
the MPLA will be able to talk once the Cubans have 
withdrawn. Who will mediate these talks’ 


[Savimbi] African countries. Only Brazzaville is not 
acceptable to UNITA. Gabon is not acceptable to 
UNITA. But anyone else who is not too Marxist, like 
Algeria, which is too close to MPLA and other countries, 
will be acceptable to UNITA. Let us say, Ivory Coast, 
Nigeria, Morocco—anyone but Gabon and Brazzaville 


are acceptable. 


[Hendriks] Dr Savimbi, if you were able to resolve your 
differences with the MPLA government and form a 
government of national unity, what would your attitude 
be to the continued presence of ANC bases in Angola? 


[Savimbi} I don’t think that’s my problem because I'm 
not in government. I'm not in government yet, so | 
cannot just predict what the government of Angola is 
going to be [word indistinct] I think I have heard that the 
South African Government is discussing with the 
Luanda regime about these camps. At that stage, | think 
it is the problem of the South African Government and 
the MPLA regime, not my problem. If we are part of the 
government, then we are going to sect out our policy. 


[Hendriks] But what is your policy, doctor? 


[Savimbi] We never have ay contact with the ANC. The 
ANC knows this. The South Africans, they know that. 


[Hendriks] You've been fighting a war of resistance 
against the MPLA government since the mid-70's. But 
war 1s costly business, and there are rumors that you paid 
for this war cffort with ivory and that large herds of 
elephant have been slaughtered in southern Angola. 
Your comments. 


{Savimbi] That is an insult to the Angolans. It is an insult 
to UNITA and an insult to the South African Army. It is 
an insult to everybody. And even if you want, Madam, 
you are invited, that 10 minutes from here you are going 
to find vast herds of clephants. Never ever the South 
African Army was involved in any of that sort of 
business. Never ever UNITA has killed clephants to sell, 
to take, or anything. And it is only on our side where we 
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have laws which prevent people killing elephants. That 
was an allegation made by our enemies in order to 
attempt to our political [word indistinct]. 


[Hendriks] There seems to be evidence to the contrary. 
There has been public hearings in America, and some 
South Africans are supposed to be involved. 


[Savimbi] I’m denying [words indistinct] and those hear- 
ings are being just done by enemies of UNITA, by enemies 
of South African Army, by enemies of everything. 


[Hendriks] I would like to touch on something that’s 
been causing chaos elsewhere in Africa: AIDS. Is it a 
factor in southern Angola? 


[Savimbi] AIDS? No [laughs] we never have heard that. 
Not here in our area. Maybe in Luanda. Here we do not 
have even a single case of AIDS. 


[Hendriks] And what about the Cuban forces? There 
have been rumors that they have a problem with AIDS? 


[Savimbi] If they have a problem, they have just left it 
with their friends, the MPLA. 


[Hendriks] Earlier this month, the American people 
went to the polls and elected a new president. Does the 
Bush administration augur well for UNITA? 


[Savimbi] Very good. During the campaign he has prom- 
ised to support us, and I can tell you that I got a message 
from him after he was elected to say he will continue to 
support the UNITA, after he was elected. 


[Hendriks] What type of support are you expecting of Mr 
Bush? The same type of support you experienced during 
the Reagan administration? 


[Savimbi] That one was effective. If it is the same, or it 
is improved, in any case it was a good thing that he was 
elected, because if we had Governor Dukakis, I think it 
would be extremely bad. 


[Hendriks] But the president-elect might not always have a 
supportive Congress. It is dominated by the Democrats. 


[Savimbi] I think we have even better relations with the 
Congress than with the executive branch. There we have 
good, good friends, from Democrats, from Republicans. 
Then I think there is no problem. 
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Commentary Stresses Direct MPLA Negotiations 
MB2111110188 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance of the 
Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and Central 
Africa 0600 GMT 21 Nov 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Ever since the international public has become 
aware of the bad effects of the Russian-Cuban aggression 
to our country, the voices of Africa and of all the 
countries of the free world have somehow participated in 
the effort to attain national reconciliation in Angula. 


In search for a solution to end the Angolan civil war, the 
quadripartite talks sought an agreernent for the withdrawal 
of all the foreign troops from Angola. Within this context, 
the South African forces already withdrew in August. 


However, the Cuban military forces have found— 
through the negotiators who support them in the quadri- 
partite talks—several pretexts to remain in Angola. 


In fact, it is difficult for the MPLA leaders and their 
masters to accept the withdrawal of the 60,000 Cuban 
military troops stationed in Angola. 


UNITA has not modified its firm position: All the 
Cuban soldiers who support the illegal Luanda regime 
must withdraw and return to Cuba. UNITA finds it 
unacceptable that the Cuban troops be given Angolan 
citizenship because they are an occupational force. Also, 
this possibility is not valid because the Luanda regime 
who implements this dirty procedure is illegitimate and 
it is not backed by the vote of the Angolan people. 


All the means used by the MPLA-Labor Party leaders and 
their masters to try to isolate UNITA are a mere illusion, 
as has been stated many times by the UNITA (leader). 


UNITA represents the will of all the Angolan people who 
want the freedom of their homeland without the pres- 
ence of a single foreign soldier. UNITA has the support 
of the overwhelming majority of the Angolan people. 
Given this fact, conditions have been created for the 
withdrawal of the Cuban expeditionary force from the 
country, and for the Angolan people to reconciliate and 
live in freedom and in peace. 


The Angolan people’s support for UNITA and the legit- 
imacy of the anti-Russian-Cuban national resistance is 
acknowledged by the international public. Even Radio 
France, in its commentary about the news conference 
given by Comrade President Dr Jonas Savimbi on 18 
November, (?accepts) the timely and clarifying state- 
ments of the Angolan revolution leader and recognizes 
UNITA as a movement with a solid political and ideo- 
logic structure that does not yield to any kind of pres- 
sures or influences. 
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UNITA’s solidness and its firm defense of its principles 
will certainly lead its enemies to give up, and to accept 
the only means by which an appropriate solution to the 
Angolan and southern African problems can be found: 
direct negotiations between UNITA and the MPLA- 
Labor Party. 


* MPLA Pressures UNITA To Compromise 
34420012b Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
21 Oct 88 p 46 


[Article by D.R.: “Eduardo dos Santos Offers Ministries 
to Leading UNITA Figures} 


[Text] While the discussions on the withdrawal of Cuban 
troops from Angola are continuing, a whole series of 
diplomatic maneuvers is being pursued simultaneously 
in the hope of bringing about a “national reconciliation” 
between the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola], which is in power, and the UNITA. 


Matters are very complicated in this connection, and 
well-informed sources told O JORNAL this week that 
the UNITA has rejected the proposals which came out of 
the meeting in Franceville attended by the presidents of 
Angola, Gabon, and the Congo. Representatives of the 
UNITA were informed of the proposals through the 
intermediary of emissaries from Omar Bongo, the pres- 
ident of Gabon. 


The essence of the proposals centers on the incorpora- 
tion of members of the UNITA in the Angolan admin- 
istration, and some ministerial posts have even been 
offered to individuals in the organization headed by 
Jonas Savimbi. 


However, the UNITA has not accepted the proposals. 
According to our sources, this is because the provisions 
include the departure of Savimbi from Angola, to live 
abroad in “golden exile.’ Savimbi would even be given 
the opportunity to choose the location, mention being 
made of the Ivory Coast or Morocco. 


For the time being, the UNITA is continuing to demand 
“direct negotiations” with the MPLA with a view to 
“national reconciliation.” And in private, it is criticizing 
the pressure to which some “friendly” African countries 
and even some others such as the United States of 
America are being subjected. 


According to the UNITA, an effort is being made at this 
time to lure some of Savimbi's right-hand men away from 
the leader of the rebel movement with these incorporation 
proposals. The UNITA is currently facing serious difficul- 
ties, and it may very shortly have to choose between an 
“honorable agreement,” worked out for the most part in 
the back rooms, such as that proposed by Eduardo dos 
Santos, or continuation of the armed struggle. 
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For the present, the leadership of the UNITA seems 
united in support of Savimbi, “our big gun,” as some of 
its members say, but it remains to be seen how it will 
tolerate the “asphyxiation” to which it is being sub- 
jected. In this connection, the results of the coming 
elections in the United States and the policy adopted by 
the next American president toward Africa will be deci- 
sive, in an era when the clouds on the international 
horizon are clearing. 


In any case, if it decides to continue the armed struggle, 
the UNITA will be forced to modify its military strategy 
to a considerable extent, in the opinion of experts and 
some members of the Angolan rebel movement. 


The main change will involve ceasing to use its regular 
military forces and opting for a more scattered, and 
therefore less highly visible, guerrilla force. The military 
organization of the UNITA would thus be profoundly 
altered, as would its very organization in the so-called 
liberated zones. Its negotiating capacity might, however, 
be lost, to a great extent. .he coming days will be 
decisive, and there is an attitude of hopeful expectancy 
with regard to the proposals being drafted by some of the 
African countries which have maintained good relations 
with Savimbi, such as the Ivory Coast and Zaire, whose 
presidents iecently welcomed visiting South African 
President Pieter Botha. 


* Cuito Cuanavale Reconstruction Costs Assessed 
34420012a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
8 Oct 88 p 8 


[Excerpt] The people of Cuito Cuanavale are about to 
begin their life anew after many months of insecurity 
caused by the South African aggression and UNITA 
terrorist activities. At this time, the reconstruction of the 
settlement is expected to cost an estimated $163.3 mil- 
lion, the AIM reports. The MPLA-[Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] Labor Party and the 
government will provide assistance to the people of 
Cuito, and a high-level delegation headed by Manuel 
Francisco Tuta (Batalha de Angola), a member of the 
Central Committee (CC) of the MPLA and provincial 
commissioner of Kuando Kubango, has been assigned to 
work in Cuito. 


This delegation is assessing the damage caused by the 
South African aggression and the terrorist activities of 
the UNITA. The greater part of the damage was caused 
by artillery bombardments by the invading South Afri- 
can forces. 


This delegation has visited a number of priority areas in 
Cuito, in particular the health, education, agriculture, 
construction and social affairs sectors, and has con- 
cluded that $163.3 million will be needed to rebuild the 
settlement. [passage omitted] 
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Mozambique 


* Accord Signed With Malawi for Nacala Project 
34420010b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
17 Oct 88 p 1 


{Text} Last Saturday, at Nacala in Nampula Province, 
Mozambique and Malawi signed a memorandum of under- 
standing between the two countries for the joint promotion 
of financing for the rehabilitation, repair and protection of 
the Nacala railway, the port of Nacala, and the infrastruc- 
tures that are adjacent to the “Nacala Corridor.” 


The agreement was signed by the respective ministers of 
transportation and communication, Armando Guebuza 
and Dalton Katopola. 


The document underscores the recognition by both par- 
ties that a joint effort in the rehabilitation of the Nacala 
railway for international traffic purposes will not be 
successful without adequate measures for the protection 
of the line from interruptions caused by armed bandits. 


Among the matters agreed upon, one establishes that the 
two countries may jointly or separately seek financial, 
technical, or material assistance from the international 
community or from any government or financial organi- 
zation, in the form of donations or loans, in order to 
implement the measures needed for the rehabilitation 
and protection of the Nacala railway. 


Armando Guebuza, in an address that followed the 
signing, announced that the ministers had agreed to meet 
four times a year to coordinate activities relating to the 
functioning of the “Nacala Corridor.” 


Last Friday, the two ministers had participated in the 
official inauguration ceremony of the container terminal 
at Nacala, which has a capacity of 25,000 containers a 
year. A Finnish organization had made $20 million 
available for the terminal project. 


* FRG Provided Additional Development Funds 
34420010d Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
14 Oct 88 p 1 


[Text] The German Government this year is going to 
provide an additional fund of 32 million marks (about 10 
million contos) to assist in the balance of payments and 
various national development programs, especially those 
having to do with agriculture, transportation, and energy. 


The contribution of that amount, as well as another 25 
million for the financing of the work going on in the 
“Limpopo Corridor,” was announced yesterday morn- 
ing in Maputo at the start of discussions between the 
delegations of the People’s Republic of Mozambique and 
the FRG. The discussions will cover the various cooper- 
ative endeavors presently under way and will program 
others for 1989. 
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For next year, the German Government has already 
donated 38 million marks to Mozambique, according to 
a source close to the meetings. 


That source also told us that the FRG, in addition to the 
activities mentioned, is also involved in LOMACO 
[expansion unknown] here in Mozambique through the 
German Bank for Agricultural Investment, and has con- 
tributed 10 million marks to Chokwe and Metochira in 
Sofala Province. 


He added that that banking institution is participating in 
other kinds of implementation efforts, and particularly 
in the rehabilitation of the Galvanized Pipe Factory 
(COTUBO) in Beira and capacity improvement efforts 
at ANFRENA. 


The National Director of the Cooperation Ministry, 
Americo Fortuna, estimates that cooperation with the 
German Federal Republic has quadrupled in the past 3 
years. He pointed to the fact that the government of that 
country has already made 30 million marks available in 
the form of a iong-term loan, 2 million as a donation to 
the Eduardo Mondlane University, and another 25 mil- 
lion to the Department of Prevention and Reaction to 
Natural Disasters. 


“Of the 30 million marks provided as a loan, 10 million 
is dedicated to support for the balance of payments, and 
the other 20 to various projects, primarily in the highway 
and port transportation sectors,” said the National 
Director of the Cooperation Ministry. 


Americo Fortuna added that, of the 38 million marks 
made available by the German government for next year 
20 million will go to the balance of payments, 10 million 
to projects now under way, and the other 8 million 
constitute a donation to the agricultural sector in Manica 
for technical support. 


The German delegation has been here in Mozambique 
since last Wednesday, and was received yesterday by 
Minister of Cooperation Jacinto Veloso and Vice Min- 
ister of Transport and Telecommunications Rui Lousa. 


During its stay in the capital, the visiting delegation will 
visit the port of Maputo, the Commercial Warehouse, 
and the Thermic Center, as well as other production 
centers, according to our source. 


Namibia 


Group Questions UN Impartiality in 435 
MB2211120388 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 22 Nov 88 p 2 


[Text] The chairman of South West Africa’s Action 
National Settlement (ANS), Mr Eben van Zijl, has ques- 
tioned the impartiality of the UN as an election supervisor 
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and has called on South Africa and the five Western 
powers to find a substitute for the role to be filled by the 
UN before the implementation of Resolution 435. 


In a statement issued yesterday, the ANS says a panel of 
nations, comprised of a number of African and a number 
of Western democracies, could equally well supervise the 
democratic process. 


“In this way, the maintenance of impartiality and the 
conducting of a free and just election in the true sense of 
the meaning, can be assured.” 


The ANS says that, on October 19, the State President, 
Mr P.W. Botha, assured democratic leaders from SWA 
[South West Africa] that South Africa viewed the issue of 
impartiality in a serious light and that the matter was 
raised in an equally serious light with the Secretary- 
General of the UN. 


The latter undertook to ensure impartiality and to 
respond concerning the UN “subsidy” to SWAPO. 


However, the ANS says, according to media reports, the 
General Assembly of the UN has now unanimously 
reaffirmed a previous decision that SWAPO is “the only 
and true representative of the people of SWA”. 


The General Assembly has also decided to provide 
further material and military aid to SWAPO and to 
reject the principle of linkage. 


“It is impossible for any right-thinking person to under- 
stand how a ‘free and just’ election can be held if the 
supervisor openly sides with one of the participating 
parties,” the ANS says. 


“To allege that the Secretary-General is not affected 
since the Security Council has not confirmed the deci- 
sion, is as dangerously unconvincing as telling a child he 
will not be hurt if he jumps off the roof. 


“It makes a complete mockery of the concepts of ‘free 
and just elections’, ‘democracy’ and ‘impartiality’.” 


The ANS says satisfactory answers will have to be found to 
the issue before the implementation of Resolution 435. 


Law Suit Over Walvis Bay Anticipated 
MB1911154588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1526 GMT 19 Nov 88 


[Text] Rotterdam Nov 19 SAPA—SWAPO has said the 
harbour enclave Walvis Bay remains the biggest stum- 
bling block on the road to an independent SWA [South 
West Africa]/Namibia, SAPA’s correspondent in the 
Netherlands reports. 
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Well-informed legal sources in Holland believe South 
Africa will soon be sued in the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague over the Walvis Bay issue. This 
could however not be confirmed with SWAPO today. 


A SWAPO spokesman yesterday pointed out, in reaction 
to the recent Angolan peace negotiations in Geneva, that 
“many issues remained unsettled there’—some of which 
were the future of Walvis Bay and the legal status of the 
SWA/Namibian unit Koevoet. 


SWAPO was “cautiously optimistic” over the recent 
good news emanating from the Angolan peace negotia- 
tions. However its spokesman said that particularly 
Walvis Bay was very important to them—as SWA/Na- 
mibia would be virtually landlocked and “economically 
castrated” without its only modern deep-sea harbour. 


The SWAPO spokesman also said it would not accept 
any settlement on SWA/Namibian independence with- 
out a solution to the Walvis Bay issue, which South 
Africa wants to keep under its own control. 


A law suit against South Africa concerning Walvis Bay 
may in part have been brought about by a recently 
published legal report by Dr F.A. Nelissen, a Dutch 
expert in international justice at the University of Gro- 
ningen. He has raised powerful lega! arguments against 
South Africa’s claims for annexing the 1125sq km 
Walvis Bay colony. Dr Nelissen’s arguments showed that 
South Africa’s historic claims to the Walvis Bay title 
might well be totally invalid under international law. 


Dutch legal experts believe Dr Nelissen’s legal arguments 
are so strongly supportive of SWA/Namibia’s claims to 
Walvis Bay that these would likely be upheld by the 
International Court of Justice in the Hague. 


Zambia 


Kuanda Supports Quadripartite Agreement 
MB2011200188 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Nov 88 


[Text] The president, Dr Kaunda, has said that he hoped 
South Africa will accept the [word indistinct] agreement 
reached over the withdrawal of its troops from southern 
Angola and Namibian independence, in order to pave 
the way for peace in southern Africa. 


Comrade Kaunda said while authorities involved in the 
United Statcs-mediated talks, which have been going for 
6 months, approve the regional peace plan, Zambia 
would almost automatically accept it. He told a British 
journalist that the agreement would lead to a new 
situation in the region, provided Pretoria accepts and 
sticks to it. 
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Angola and Cuba last Friday approved a regional peace 
plan for Namibia that will lead to the withdrawal of an 
estimated 50,000 Cuban troops from Angola and inde- 
pendence for Namibia. 


Kaunda Claims ‘No Quarrel’ With Thatcher 
MB2011194488 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 20 Nov 8&8 


[Text] President Kenneth Kaunda today said he has no 
quarrel with British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
exclusion of Zambia in her planned tour of Frontline 
States next year. Comrade Kaunda, who is chairman of 
the Frontline States, said he welcomed Mrs Thatcher’s 
visit, which is likely to take place in March or April next 
year, but made it clear he had no feelings over her 
deliberate rebuff of Zambia. 


Dr Kaunda said this in an interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation journalist, Kevin Johnson 
Robertson, at State House today. British officials said in 
London on Friday that Mrs Thatcher would not come to 
Zambia even if invited, because she was appalled by 
President Kaunda’s treatment of foreign secretary, Mr 
Geoffrey Howe, who visited Zambia in July 1986. The 
president said that if Mrs Thatcher and the Zambian 
Government's disagreements over South Africa have influ- 
enced her decision not to visit Zambia, there is nothing 
anyone could do about it. Comrade Kaunda, who was 
[words indistinct], accused American President Ronald 
Reagan and Mrs Thatcher of (?kissing) apartheid, says he 
hopes Western leaders will take issue with abolishing 
apartheid seriously, repeating his warning that the immi- 
nent explosion in South Africa was nearing. 


The British officials say Sir Geoffrey Howe was kept 
waiting when he paid a courtesy call on Comrade 
Kaunda, who later publicly told him off over his govern- 
ment’s stand over the question of economic sanctions 
against South Africa. 


President Kaunda Addresses National Assembly 
MB1811190488 Dakar PANA in English 1745 GMT 
18 Nov 88 


[Text] Lusaka, 18 Nov (ZANA/PANA)—Zambian Pres- 
ident Kenneth Kaunda on Friday said that although his 
country’s interim national development plan had laid 
out a sound economic base, the problems of inflation, 
the government budget deficit, scarcity of essential com- 
modities and the worsening levels of unemployment 
have yet to be fully tackled. 


Opening the first session of the sixth National Assembly 
on Friday, Kaunda said the overall performance of the 
economy had shown a marked improvement during 
implemention of the plan. 


The interim development plan was launched in May 
1987 after Zambia abandoned an international mone- 
tary fund restructuring programme. 
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Kaunda said the interim plan had formed a solid base for 
the launching of the country’s fourth national develop- 
ment programme in 1989. 


Parliament Adjourns 
MB1811182988 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Nov 88 


[Text] Parliament, which opened today for its first 
session of the sixth National Assembly, adjourned until 
Tuesday [22 Nov] after President Kaunda delivered his 
opening speech in which he highlighted the country’s 
political and economic situation. 


Moving the motion for the House to adjourn at its rising, 
Prime Minister Kebby Musokotwane and leader of the 
House, said this would give ample time to members to 
study and digest the speech so as to make meaningful 
contributions to the debate. Comrade Musokotwane also 
congratulated Comrade Kaunda for his reelection for the 
sixth term as president, saying the people of Zambia had, 
by reelecting him, demonstrated love and respect for 
him, and faith and trust in his leadership. Comrade 
Musokotwane said Zambia still needed a wise, able, and 
trusted leadership of Comrade Kaunda and thanked him 
for the [words indistinct] speech to the House. 


Zimbabwe 


Ian Smith Compares RSA, National Freedom 
MB1911081388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 19 Nov 88 


[Text] The former prime minister of Rhodesia, Mr lan 
Smith, says there is more freedom in South Africa than 
there is in Zimbabwe. He was speaking in Harare at the 
end of a tour of Britain and the United States where he 
criticized sanctions against South Africa. 


Referring to a call by a Zimbabwean minister for him to 
be barred from returning to Zimbabwe because of his 
pro-South African comments, he said the South African 
Government had not suggested similar actions against its 
critics. Mr Smith said that this clearly indicated that 
there was more freedom in South Africa than there was 
in Zimbabwe. 


Asked why he did not leave Zimbabwe and move to 
South Africa, he replied that it was a matter of principle. 
He said that he had been born there and would like to try 
to change the situation in Zimbabwe. 


U.S. ‘Constructive Engagement’ in RSA Viewed 
MB2111114188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1114 GMT 21 Nov 88 


[Text] Harare Nov 21 SAPA—Zimbabwe hopes a new 
United States administration will abandon its constructive 
engagement policy with Pretoria and increase couperation 
with southern African states in supporting antiapartheid 
forces in the region, a cabinet minister said today. 
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Foreign Minister Nathan Shamuyarira told more than 
200 delegates at the official opening of a World Council 
of Churches week-long conference of combating racism 
that African countries that supported liberation move- 
ments should not usurp their roles by negotiating with 
South Africa individually, ZIANA news agency reports. 


“We hope President Bush will abandon the philosophy of 
constructive engagement, isolate the Pretoria regimes, 
encourage dialogue with liberation movements and coop- 
erate with frontline states in fighting apar.heid,” he said. 


Dr Shamuyarira said the Pretoria regime's tactic of engag- 
ing individual states in fruitless talks should be resisted 
because they were aimed at dividing tive antiapartheid 
African lobby and isolating liberation mo: ements. 


“The frontline states cannot reserve the leadership of 
liberation movements. 


“We cannot negotiate on their behalf. It is the preroga- 
tive of the South Africans and Namibians,” he said. 


The minister said the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU) recognised the role of liberation movements to 
fight and negotiate for their freedom but South Africa 
had adopted a divide-and-rule policy in the region. 


Editorial Views Bush Election Victory 
MB2111095688 Harare THE HERALD in English 
10 Nov 88 p 6 


{Editorial} 


[Text] The victory of Republican George Bush in the 
American presidential elections comes as no surprise. 


Victory for Bush in a campaign that has been dubbed, as 
dull as it was dirty, was consistently predicted in national 
opinion polls for weeks before the Americans went to the 


polls: 


The desperate bid by the Democratic nominee Michael 
Dukakis to swing the vote back into his favour was just 
too little too late. 


It need not have been so. In the early rounds Dukakis 
was clearly the front runner. But a combination of 
inexperience, bad tactics, unclear policies, and lack of 
charisma, although Bush is no spell-binder either, 
steadily eroded his lead. 


But perhaps it was Dukakis’ lack of reaction to the Bush 
campaign's vicious attacks on him and inability to hit 
back in kind when opportunities to do so were clearly 
there that probably counted most against him in the end. 
He was seen as weak and inevitably American voters 
asked themselves: How, as president, would he react if 
the nation came under major threat. 
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Clearly he was no man to take a chance on. And while a 
great deal of America found little to recommend Bush 
either, with 25 years in politics, eight cf them under 
President Reagan’s direct tutelage, he at least had the 
experience. 


Little changes therefore. For Reagan read Bush. But just 
as Reagan did, Bush takes office with the Democrats in 
control of the House and the Senate. 


Despite the wide powers he inherits once he takes the 
oath in January, Bush, like Reagan, can expect head- 
aches in the four years ahead of him. To slavishly follow 
the soft Reagan line on South Africa, for once, is sure to 
produce conflict. 


South Africa, along with the unpopularity of other Rea- 
ganite foreign policies, contributed to Dukakis’ winning 
the Democratic nomination and his early lead in the 
presidential campaign. 


Clearly many Americans were in a mood for change. 
Dukakis failed to turn the mood to advantage, but it has 
not gone away, and Bush, if he has his eye on a second 
term, would do well to take notice. And if only to be seen 
moving out of Reagan’s shadow. He might make a start 
by moving towards punitive sanctions against South 
Africa. 


Just how successful he is at showing himself to be his 
own man will depend on his chances of retaining the 
presidency in 1992. To fail will surely open the way for 
a Democratic victory which a stronger candidate than 
Dukakis, might so easily have pulled off this time. 


Editorial Condemns Bush Support for Contras 
MB2211095788 Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL 
in English 13 Nov 88 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text] The declaration by Mr George Bush, the presi- 
dent-elect of the United States, that he will seek support 
for the Nicaraguan Contras, shows that he is just the 
other side of the political coin of which President Ronald 
Reagan was the most dangerous representative. 


What it means is that Central America will continue to 
be a region of conflict, terrorism and banditry, inspired 
and financed, today by President Reagan, tomorrow 
sustained by President Bush. 


What it means too, is that when Mr Bush becomes presi- 
dent next year, he intends to pursue the same policies as 
his present boss—policies which represent the most fla- 
grant violations of international law and order, thus put- 
ting into jeopardy the stability and territorial integrity of 
small nations that embark on the path of genuine national 
independence, positive neutrality and nonalignment. 
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The former director of the American Central Intelligence 
Agency, Mr Bush has been vice president of the U.S. for 
the past eight years during which President Reagan 
charted a new course in international relations based on 
the jungle law of might is right. 


That policy saw the Reagan administration circumvent 
the U.S. Congress decisions on Iran, resulting in the sale 
of arms to Teheran to finance the counterrevolutionaries 
of Nicaragua from neighbouring Honduras. If Mr Bush 
will follow in the footsteps of President Reagan in 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Central America and Afghanistan, it is also most likely 
that he will do so in Southern Africa, where collabora- 
tion with the apartheid regime was one of the corner- 
stones of the outgoing U.S. president's African policies. 


This will lead to continued support for UNITA in 
Angola and the inevitable undermining of the current 
peace process in that area, which will torpedo all hopes 
for the speedy implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435 in Namibia. 
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